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. 6, Hou 29. for ivenneſs, read forgive 

2 P.. to 9. for fog 5 for 15 ne, rea 
3 e ee line 14. for word, read world. EL 
33. line 16. for approbation in hit work, re 
f 1 Hie wort. | 3 2 | 
— 43. line 2. in ſome copies, for'interſt, read 


line $f in e Sedo for this 


A®. 11 caſe a Wir et owl 


lately executed, and the ſentiments he ex- 


preſſed, have occafioned a good deal of r 
lation; and as the doctrine in the faith of 
which he died, and Was encouraged by me and 


others in maintaining, has been cenſured by | 


= many, and ſolemnly condemned even from the 
pulpit; it has been thought adviſeable, both to 
give a narrative of that whole affair, and to 


defend the doctrine of the grace of the So 


High againſt its adverſaries. As T was the per- 
| fon alluded to in his laſt ſpeech, as having been 


the inſtrument in the” hands of the Le in 


firſt gaining his attention to the glad neus of 


peace, and as I have been chiefly marked out 
as the butt of oppoſition ; this talk has been by 


my friends put upon me, and I chearfully un- 5 


dertake it, truſting to that grace, in the defence 
of which I am eng „to enable me to ſtate 


this matter to "ON convidtion * benefit of 


others, 


1 the following pages I Arise! to iloficate 
the cry of John Baptiſt, Every valley mall be 


** exalted, and every mountain and hill ſhall 
© be made low, and the crooked ſhall be made 


" N and the rough places plain, and tze 


0 glory of the Lok D ſhall be revealed, and all 


85 fleſh {hall fee it together, for the mou — 


** 


4 


—ͤ— — ü 
_ 3 25 * ue 2 * 
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it (a).. And therefote 
ET TERS, in conformity 


Il have addreſſed theſe] 


| to the doctrine contained in them, to the high 
. 3 and low, wiſe and fooliſh, decent and profane, 
knowing that it is of the. LL 


Do ſorts of men to conſider well on what their 
ope is founded, (if they have any) : 
convinced that thers iS Tat. one fou 1 
even the blood of atonement, which can Nan 
in that awful day, when Jesus CHR18ST ſha} 
| aſcend the throne of judy 12 whe 


gong of 
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Tr it Kung une f thieves 1 au ef a. 
grace of Gop, which britigeth- falvation; was 
the offs of William Mills, who was lately A 
and as in bim T faw the primitive confidence, and 
joyful hope of Chriſtians ; fo alſo, in his caſe, I ſee 
excitiplified' the primitive oppolition- to the truth. 1 
my ofig been iccuftorhe to behold with abtibirencey* 
ted goſpel, taking place of the ſimple 
abt have feen with raf, even as I once 


” at any former time, was mote fully covwinced of its 
pernicious tendency, than in the preſent inſtance; Its 


power to heal the wounded mind, was Here proved to 


be ineffectual, while che glorious gofpel of the grace 
of Gov ſhonè forth like Hitttlelf as almighty. to cure. 


In this cafe I have alſo ſeen manifeſted; che truth” _ 
of what I have long believed, that the difference be.. 
tween” the nations pro ofeſling Chriſtianity,” and the 
ancient Jews, vis exceedingly ſmall, confilting more 


in words than things; for here we have ſeen the 


antient Phariſaical zeal revived, which often matifeſt- 
ed itſelf in the days of Insvs, againſt the way in 


which he ſhowed his favour: And this poor” thief's 


5 * T ” * * x (Ke | 80 LN 1 X 


. tru #9 * * 8 F 
mind. ced " 5 2 
its batieful influence dn the hh =} 


caſe has been treated by many, much in the fame wa | 67 


as Simon the Phariſee did the caſe of that polluted 


Woman, who waſhed the feet of Jesvs with ber tears, 


5 and wiped them with the hairs of her head (a). 
In this Letter I mean to give ſome account of this 


man Roar che time I faw him till his Geet; 7 ——_— 3 


A 
(a) Luke vii. 36. to the end. 
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1 ſtate his views, hall doit chiefly. in his om words, 
keeping out only ſuch modes of expreſſion as might 
not be-univerfally-underſtoody for though he poſſeſſed 
asn acute. judgement, and good underſtanding, yet he 
vas a man of no great education or ability to * forth 
= his ene uniformly, d 


mly, in ſuch language as might 
de #fit for the public; his paſſions too were ſtrong, 
and his imagination lively, which led him to ſpeak in 
g4⁊zxapid manner, and often to blunder in his expreſ- 
ions, when his meaning was extremely good: At. 
ſame time 1 muſt own, that he often pf played the 
trueſt eloquence, while his mouth ſpoke from the 
abundance of his heart of the riches of ſovereign... 
men, } "th 
I ſaw bim.1 for * feſt time, what _ weeks e : 
he ſuſfeted. I found him in great anxiety of mind 
aàbout the method of acceptance with Gop. ., He in- 
formed me that ſeveral perſons had ſeen him, and had 
directed him to be buſy with Gop in order to 
merey; enjoining upon him various - exerciſes:which 
had not as yet produced any good effect; for though 
he was willing to do any CD, yet he found all Ba 
efforts ineffeftual to give peace to his troubled mind. 
 _ ifhowed him, from the word of Gop, that the work 
Which joſtises the ungodly was finiſhed already by _ 
I J=8vs. Cunter, and that Gor. is well pleaſed in it, 
_ which he manifoted by raiſing him from the dead; 
and told him to conſider, that it was equally vain and 
ſinful to 2 to do a work which was perfectly 
2 compleated b Jssus Cnklsr, or to endeavour by 
any efforts of bas to appeaſe. Go, ſeeing be is Fully 
= Patel already in what the Savioux did. - I ſet before 
--  himthe way in which the guilty are intereſted in this 
finiſhed work, by © bclicving in Gop who juſtifies the 
% ungodly (a) 8 e particularly illuſtrated the words 
of CazisT on this ſubje&, © And as Moſes lifted up 
t the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo mult the Son 
<, of. man be lifted up, that whoſoever belieyeth in 
« him _ not perl, but bave eternal Ie 891 wil a 
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Go (a); that the all- powerful 


ſinner (oc), the thief on the croſs (e), the 


Jews of) the Corman), the een | 


eule, 5 b 
Even while L yet 


the next day I found him happy and joyful, truſting with 


aſſured confidence in the ſiniſhed work of | Jtsus. | 
But I cannot do better than relate what he ſaid to two 


perſons who ſaw him a few days after, as I had it — . 
down in writing by one of them. He ſays, We 
© aſked him how he did: He anſwered, A N | 
can be expected. Gentlemen, this is a very! 
. place, you ſee, (and perceiving the end for which 

we came, he added,) and I have! been in A" 
© forrowful fituation. I have been viſited: 
© people, ſome of whom have pointed out a 
me to get to Gop, by praying to him, * 
* tears, and uſing all my endeavours to accept 


Cnnlsr, by putting forth the band of faith lay 


hold on him: And they encouraged me to continue 

Ry | ; | l | 

sin ſuch exerciſes,” and {aid that in this way Jwould 

find peace with Cop, and get near to Bim And 

4 
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| 1 bis oountenance cleared; * 8 
and before Fefubinn, he declared that he could place 
his confidence in what had been ſet before him: And 


WILT LISTS 540 175 #104; . : 


was 2 1 
all ſorts of finners, becauſe Jabbo — came to die 
for the chief (: And I pointed out many inſtances 
of ſuck obtaining mercy, iz. the woman that was a 


} 


en reef d e tint mn * >. 


q ” © $:Goptohelp me: I tried every means they pointed 


tothe, and when told him what 1 bad been ding, 


F 


SETTER * 


cl any thing to get relief, o 

I made trial of that way 1 4. TG hea 
& as an man couli-do 2 — Iprayed 
1 muchcarneſtndfs as I could, and cried ta 


out, that I might find peace; byt they an as 

well have deſired me to cat this goad of iron; for 
„I ſtill found myſelf as far as ever from Gon and his 
peace: My trouble increaſed, my diſtreſs became 
75 — my very heart boiled with pain, and 1 
* eould have plucked it out of my bowels; (laying his 
hand on his breaſt) to have made it better, and 
fuer for Gop, Gentlemen, (pointing to his bed) 


l have been toffed there all fight, and ſhed tears, 


tand prayed, and never could get near to Gop : — 

was 1 and had I continued in chis — 
would have ended in deſpair, and the loſs wy 
$-reafon;- But it pleaſed Gop'that a Gentleman came 


| — the diſtreſs I was in, he told me that I could not 

get relief in that way, for Cugier had finiſhed on 
be eroſs that work Which v able toe me; 
that Go ſent his Son into the world to die for 


it +fanners ; /- that » whoſoever believed this ſhould be 


Lato mind What t. 


t ſaved; and that I would find peace with Gop, 
and only could find it in beheving this. He marked 
out ſome paſſages of the ſcriptures, and deſired me 
> word of Gon declared, and reje& 
to it, And now I have conſt 
$ and 1 find them juſt as he de- 


f-exery thing —.— 
t dened the 


endes them > ier, thor Ged fo-loved the world thay 


do bim with pleaſure; my heart now is "lights 


be gave his only begotten Son, that whoſaever believeth 
© on bim might not periſh, but have everlaſting life (a): 
And ſince [believed this, I am quite changed; Iam 
happy now, I can get near to God now; I can 15 
or 


weight which 1 thought would: have funk 


 < feel that 


* me own tor ever, taken _— every t ing 


. 0 Nt 


0 John lit, 16. 4 


0 alles. 3 Ann 
1 we fre 8 Was * kim — firſt ſpring 
of good hope; and ever after, his faith and hape in 
the truth was more and more confirmed. He all along 
continued in the ſame way in which he began, pe: 
ing of the truth in the moſt ſimple waz, in 3 ſtrain 
equally remate from ſelf. dependence and enthuſiaſm. 
He increaſed, in the moſt wonderful manner, in he 
knowledge al the nee and underſtood them in a 
maſt ſimple and natural manner as one taught of Gap, 
A remarkable inſtance af this was communicated to me 
by a friend. He ſaid, * I was much ſurpriged one day 
to find him ſpeaking in à pretty diſtinf; way af pre- 
« deſtination, ſuppoſing that the ng! ſinners 
+ was owing to a plan concerted by the Farhnx, 
Sor, and Horx Spirit, and that it was in cone. 
+. quence of this, that the Son of Gop came into the 
| World, and gave his life a ranſom to redeem his 


people; and this Was entirely the fruit of his, on - 4” | 


« reſearches into the word of Gon.“ Indeed we 


| ſcarce ever went to ſee him, without hearing him 


ſpeak of ſame precious truth which he did nat perceive. 
before; or ſome further inſtruction, he bad Tegeized 
| immediately from the word of 1 — eee, | 
things: he-already-knew, which had dy; to 
confirm his faith and hope: He ee much 2 
inexhauſtible treaſure contained in the ſcriptureg, and 
was amazed to ſind ſa much in a hook that he had ſo 
often read without ſeeing any ; thing. to attract his at- 
tention; but naw he. ſqund new beauties in it everx 
day, and ſaid he would neyer be able to: get to the 
| bottom of it. He was allo much pleaſed when he 


found that an y whom he conſidered as helievers of the 5 


on agreed with bis views; To: ane by _ 


; 


- res * * 1 


a * 


—_ | 1 ac that we are 
| 5 „ * 2 by-eh 8 fame Spire” 0 e a end that came 
4 to fee him; he ſaid, © I feel myſelf quite eafy by 
270 firm belief in Jzsvs CHRIST; I find I muſt leave 
4. to him, for I am no better than a new-· born child, 


i and can help no more towards the peace of my 
5 * ſoul.“ He alſo particularly expreſſed to that fame 
B qe; "his admiration of the grace of Jzsvs, Wh 
20 Vas, when on eartli, full of mercy and kindneſs, and 
cChearfully ſuccoured all that called upon him; above 
| all, hem expreſſed the joy of heart he elt at that noted 
Iniffarice of the grace of Jesvs, in ſhowing mercy to 
 the'thief on the croſs, who but a little before had been 
abufing'bim ; and he p E added, * Now this 
Dis e great help to to weng hen my hope, for I know 
c nie is a kind, loving Lok, ' although he 
be ſo great anc 29 7 noble as to be the LoRD of Lords.” 
At another time, when he was telling ſeveral per- 
ſon the ground of his hope, one faid to him, If Jou 
really believe that, you will have no cauſe of fear. He 
i anſwered; That is indeed the moſt extraordinary 
= thin Lever heard in my life: Do you really ſupp Pl 
= - that] do = believe? Would you have me ju =» 
9 to hell with es open, by declaring that 
PF ee ry 5 by Wiki Fa fred believe? This 
Would de a degree of wickedneſs and folly far be- 
Jond all that ever I have done.? Ne 
Speaking of death to a perſon who viſited him, he 
compared it to a very dark and diſmal cloud; but 
1 added, that he was fure that - CHAI ST the Sun of 
1 Righteouſneſs ſhone bright behind it, and that he 
Was not afraid to venture into it, for he knew that he 
would ſoon get to the other ſide, and there he would 
never ſee darkneſs any more. And in a Bible given 
him by the ſame perſon, which he uſed ever after- 
wards in priſon, he wrote the following ſentence on 
4 Ne the blank. leaves "This" Bible has been my 


c na | 
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ca hy in \darknes, 1a a 
more xiches-in it than in all the world; 
found ace to my ſoul when it was weary and tai Aint Ea. - 

and 4 oy made my chains 1 . AS; 
turned a den of thieves i into a houſe of prayer, and, 
made me happy even in going to death, by defying. _ 
« its ſing. Written by my band the day. before SN Gor 
6 died, William Mills.“ And ſo much comforted was. 25S 
he in the views he had. received from the word of. 
Gon, that he was wont to ay, when. aked: * he 
wearied for want of company, de Was 
alone while he had the truth As hin and ＋ 
he would be joyful though he was ſhut up in a dun- 
geon many hundred yards under ground. 
He 1 remarked, with admiration nd gra. 
tirude, the conduct of "divine. Providence. towards. 
| him, in proſeryi his life amidſt ſo many dangers ; 
for, (ſaid he 5 I had died in that ſituation, Im 
paye dropt into hell. fire, the pit of deſtruction we 
have had no covering for me. He noticed hom 
many narrow eſcapes he had made in the field of hat- 
tle; and particularly, that once when the Brit, 
troops were landed in ſome part of America, under N 
very hot fire from the enem 2 While he was yet in 
boat, and lying flat on his face along With 4 
avoid'the danger, his knapſack,, "which was then u 
his back, had ſeveral balls lodged in it, and his gun 
was rendered unſerviceable by another ſhot; upon. 
which he made this remark: You, ſee how near L 
was to deſtruction, but God, in his infinite mercy, 
vas pleaſed to preſerve me, till I ſhould come to 
this priſon, and be made acquainted with: his grace; 
perhaps too, he meant to preſerve the life of another 
hardened ſinner like myſelf, by ſo ordering it, that, 
. when I landed, I could not uſe, my gun; for, had, 
it been ſerviceable, I muſt have * ſome one or 
other by the firſt fire. | 

As the truth concerning Crzisr was the ole g ground; 
ol his confidence, To © he received. it not as. * word 
66 of As but the e che h God: 8 


Mg 


ook... 
og, 


| ro kin e the en of Caine, Ek holy” 
ures, and received or rejected it as he found it 
= mm, He began with ſtrangers, when they viſited 
= him, with telling them His guilt, and the Shoe of 
© His hope 5 ap, nowing by experictice th e vaſt im- 
=; portance of holding faſt the truth, He was very jealous 
” of What was fer before hin. While ſonte perſons ap. 
proved of his ſentiments, he found many to oppoſe 
them; whom be did not ſpare, but with zeal and 
affeQion ſhowed them their error. I pray that they 
may he led to confider their ways; ad . they 
yet take to heart what that poor ptiſoner ſaid to em, 
and behold in him the power of that goſpel which they 
have hitherto neglected and deſpiſed: ©. | 
I.n this man we alfo ſaw-the power e of 
| 1150 Cunisr to lead to repentance and'godly forrow 
fox in. Much has been faid and bi? Take repent · 
ance, by thoſe who make the ſpring 15 good hope to 
be remorſe for the paſt, and good reſolutions'for the 
future, and thus take away the true ſoutce'of repent- 
atiee a8 well as the ground of hope to ſinners; but no 
repentance deſerves the name, which does not ſpring. 
flöm faith in the atonement Enn T, as the ſole 
foundation of hope to the guilty, and love to him as the”. 
Sxviourt. We have in uke, chap. vil. ver. 35. c. 
im the caſe of the woman that came to JIxsus, a re- 
markable inſtance of genuine repentance, as influenced 
by the ſenſe of forgivenneſs, and eſteem, and 
lote of him throug h whom it lowed: And indeed in 
Wilfiam Mills, I 45 ſafely ſay, that I ſaw a caſe cx- | 
ceedingly ſimilar; ; for as he was a finer, and 
much forgiveneſs, ſo he | aw; deep re- 
morſe, and much fervent love to the Saviour. He 
ſpoke often in very ſtrong terms of his former wicked- 
nefs-and rebellion againſt God, during the whole 
courſe of his life, always regreting that his fins ſhould 
5 been the cauſe of the ſufferings of the Sow of 
| He faw that his evil actions proceeded from 
the mpure fountain of — wieked and 2 
N 3 


| kittivn to its original Dilton; ro bis Toon wth 0 ? 
ann by whom fin entered into the world, aneg 
< death By fin; and deeply thus impreſſed” with © — 2 
ſenſe of his depravity, he uſed often, witk admiration ; 
do ſpeak of the mighty power of Gop; Who Had, by _ 
the word of truth, made effectual by the operation” = 
his Spirit, turned his ſtubborn heart from the powet © © 
of Satan unto himſelf- "Often have 1 ſeen his tears? 
profuſely flow, when ſpeaking of his fins, and the love 
of Fzsvs : And indeed, he never could read the caſe 
juſt mentioned of the woman who bathed the feet of 
Jesvs with her tears, and wiped them with the hairs 
of her head, without the greateſt emotion. He was 
wont. to ay, I am ſurprized at my tears, for 1 
hadi a firm undaunted heart; death could not make 
me ſhrink formerly, nor did L ſhed a tear when I re- 
< ceived my ſentence.“ Thus he afforded a ſtriking 
fulfilment of the words of the prophet, And 1 wi 
pour upon the houſe of Dwvid,-and upon the inha- 
_ <"bitants"of Jeruſalem, the. ſpirit of grace and of 
< plications; and ne ſhall look upon me whom th 7 
„have pierced; and they ſhall mourn for him, a 
sone that one for his only ſon, and ſhall be 
4e jn bitterneſs for him, as one that! is in bitte eſs for 
6 his firſt- born (a). 7 „ LON 
In this caſe was clearly manifeftel thi groundleſs. 
neſs of the common and ancient objeQion to'the gy 
of Gov, that it leads to licentiouſneſs'; for I ne 
ſaw a man ſo brokenchearted, with a viewoFhif fins, - 
or more earneſt fo to walk as to pleaſe Gog.”” He | 
uſed to ſay, Some people” who come to fee” me, 
© think; when they hear me aſcribing all to Chars 
* work, and diſclaiming any hope in my prayers and 
6 tears, that I deſpiſe prayer; but if they knew] ay 
© heart, they would fee that I can ſcarce he a moment 
without praying to Gop, and praiſing him for his 
© great merey to my foul: T pals the mol of the night 
in chat * 1 7 N weary in it n. Be 3 1 . 
n 8 45 


1 Zechariah 8 e e . 0 be 
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reer in Coney: a, eſe duties 
CY 9h A great N to me, becauſe I could not 
_©'ntar to God, but now I delight in them? He u 
- bittefly to regret his former unthankfulneſs to Go 
for the mereſes of life, and when taking food would 
ay, © O! hon many meals haye I Esten, without ſo | 
- * raxch as remembering that chere was a Gob that 
 * heltowed theſe mercies ; and when they were not 
 *s. made- ready to my liking: I have even dnyen the 
-* diſhes ff ſhe table, and abuſed my ſervant in ſuch 
a männer, as that the very thoughts of it ly heavy 
on my mind: And he would add, Oh, beware of 
„ * prides Ivob very proud when in * fulneſs , 
One day alſo, When ſpeaking of the power of the 
goſpel to excite good works, he faid, I neyer gave 
8 
'F any thing to the poor from à good motive, at leaſt 
* * Thad none of the motives I now feel. 1 believe the 
pride of ſeeing them about my door, moved me 
© more than any thing elſe; but I was never led to it 
_ *© by the love of CN IsTH : But I think now, if I was 
to live in the world, that I would take a different 
method; and if I had any thing to give, as I for- 
merly Bad, would go and ſeareh out for perſons i in 
diſtreſs, who perhaps could not get meat, or drink, 
or money to pay their rents; and when 1 heard of 
- © ſuch;” would ſend them ger without forming 
| "2005 them who gave it.“. 
mn bim was alſo manifeſted, in a Aeiking manner, 


< [Nin ancient mark of believing the goſpel, the love of 


ide brethren for the truth's ſake, of which Peter 
ſpeaks, connecting it withsthe belief of the truth, 
e Sceing ye have purified your ſouls, in obeying the 
E truth through the Spirit, unto unfeigned loye of the 
- **6..brethren, — that * love one another with a pure 
e — os 2 2 e Happy was he in the 
22 60 company 
Hes e years ago iy ciri ;mftances in Dublin, 
but was es fam geh 1 eaſy cre in his ſpeech, by ; 


being diſappointed in the payment of money NT i in 
ks eg men for the King's ke 


Ty nt „ 3. | | 1 * 


1 Ki 


mY ER * — 


— , Jaws; andibe ___ | 


on entered into the ſeripture- views of ſeparation 


kom the world; and Chriſtian unity, and indeed ap _ a 


red im every reſpect, of which bas ſituation. wauld _ 
„ one of that littie flocks to which 1 and. others 

E faw kim belong. In a very ſunple and beautiful 
mantier to one of theſe! brethren, he expreſſed his 
views of Chriſtian love. © Iknow (he fad) as well 

« what u in your mind with regard to me, as. is 
2 was A with what is paſſing there: And 
being aſked how that could be, he replied, 1 
0 know it by brotherly: love; for I know if all you are 


© poſfeſt of in the world could fave my life, you would 


freely part with it for me; and I know this to be the 

caſe from the ſtate of my mind towards you. 
As he manifeſted the greateſt complacence in the 

Wir foe fo he ſhowed the moſt carnelt deſire for the 


falvation of finners. He could ſay in truth that his | 


heart's deſire and prayer to Gop was, that they might 
be ſaved; He ſaid to one, Oh; that 1 had a voice 
© that could reach the whole world, I would tell them 
of the 1 of che SAVIOUR : Were I to live in this 
4 * world y longer, my chief delight would be in 
ang ſinners to fly to his blood; I would go to 
Q « hs greateſt ſinners, ſinners like myſelf, and ſay all 
I could to lead them to CHñRISF. And accordingly, 
be took opportunity to recommend to every perion 
Pho faw him, the grace of the Saviour, and wrote a 
long letter to a number of priſoners - in it room 
below him, warning them of their danger, and ſhowing 


them the remedy; and on the night previous to hi Ei 


death, moſt fervently ſet before the foldiers who at- 
tended Vim, the way of ſalvation through CHAIG1r. 
He alſo diſplayed the greateſt meekneſs of ſpirit, 
dutch manifeſted the change which had taken place 
him, for he was formerly of a very proud and 
hacker temper ; and particularly ſhowed the influ- 
ence. of the doctrine he had received, in'the hearty 
forgiveneſs of all who had any way inj jured him. 
n theſe ſentiments he continetd till his «OE w”— 8 
' OE | B 2 | And, 


grace and in the knowledge of the Logp' a — | 
Jasus CuxIsr, having the full aſſurance of the hope 
of the goſpel, inſomuch that, when he heard bis ap- 
plication fot pardon was unſucceſsful, it gave him not 
ine ſmalleſt uneaſineſs; for on that oecaſion he did 
not ſo much as alter one feature of his face: And in- 
| deed, he never appeared: any way intereſted in that 
matter: yet, at ſame time, he knew the workings of 
an evil heart of unbelief, and was ſometimes tempted 
to deſponding thoughts; but he faid, that in theſe 
circumſtances he always obtained deliverance, by call- 
ing to remembrance that truth by w is A was 
at firſt relieved from perplexity. = 1 4/ 

During the Minde of his life, flo way moſt won. 
derfully ry wig and 1 ſhall now, conclude this n 
rative with an account of his behaviour through the 
laſt night, and on the: laſt day of his life, which will 
atly confirm and illuſtrate. the things which. have 
deen already noticed. Four perſons ſat up with him 
through the al night, and I ſuppoſe it is night that 
they will never forget. They have ſince put down in 
Writing the ſubſtance of what occurred, and 1 ſhall | 
give ſome of the moſt ſtriking parts of it, chiefly | in 
their on words. While we attempt to give a nar- 
rative of what paſſed, we find ourſelves incapable 

e erprefs his — of mind, and the ; joy and 

£ peace that appeared in every obſervation he made: 
In him we ſaw fully verified — — the apoſtle Peter ſays 
6 of thoſe to wham he wrote, M hom having nat ſeen ye 
L 12 in whom, Pang now je ſes him nat, * 

rejoice with foy unſpeatable, and al of. glo- 
« ry 91 . We went to 3 about - balf paſt nine; 
be was then converſing with a brother who was with 
4 him, on Micah, chap. vil. ver. 1. which be recom- 
mended to out ſetious conſideration, ap *pplying it to 
© our fituation-in this world, on Account 0 
+ neſs of our number, ſaying, we were * like the 
f e eee 98 * ny tage; Al 


0 1 Peter i. 8. | : - 


. + =-_- 


Fa. « wich grdo 


1 —_—_— i but, alas, the cluſterof mankind. were going 


* the broad wa . deſtruction. Let us only (ſaid be! 


ſtand in the ſtrect, and take a view of the multitude, 
„that are paſſing, walking in the vanity of . 
minds, not knowing the things that belong to theic 

peace, nor in the lealt conſidering that their pride 
and vain glory muſt ſoon. be laid in the duſt, where, 
there can be no diſtinctions among men; and you. 
are like the gleanin ang and like the ſmall grapes, 
q which. the: — — world make no account ef; and 1 
©, like a wild grape, hanging alone, which the Lon p 


in his infinite mercy has brought in among you. He. .. 58 


W 


expreſſed great delight in what is ſaid in ver. 7. and 


recommended it to us in our preſent deſpiſed cir- 


n 5 re he proc compli There 


cumſtances: He then applied the 8th and gth verſes 


to his caſe, as it would appear, on the ſcaffold 


in the dark priſon, and ſpoke. with joy of the Lon 
bringing him forth to. the light, and that he ſhould. 


© behold his righteouſneſs. 2 He then ſpoke of the 


Lon b's forgiving mercy, as mentioned in the 1Uth 


* and 19th verſes, how far it exceeded that of man; 


1 
< took notice of the Log p being his light when fitting, | 


* ſaying,. when he applied to man for the pardon, of 


bis offences, he would not grant it, but that the 


Lon pardoned all his iniquſties and tranſgreſſions, 3 


i, 


Hh he delighteth i in mercy. 


way in which mercy: flows. to the guilty,” 


ſhowing that it was. through CMRIST s ſtripes that - 
we were healed. He ol us that, CagisT's work. 


Feſus had received the winegar, ng fg 77 1s finiſhed, 


that Gop had teſtified hi 


* K RM M R fn 8 


"rs 
* 


and he bowed his head and gave up the: And 
15 2 he hot 5. his 


finiſhed work in raiſing N from ye dead, and 
ſetting him at his own right hand, that the faith and 


N of 1 len, ſuch as * . be in 
NY ob. 


We were then led into a.conyerſation Wan it the | ; 
im- 
mediately referred us to the liii. chapter of Taiah, LK: 


was a finiſhed warks. quoting John xix. 30. #/ben 


rr HN 
ce d id N . Ge Foie tr hops 
4e Cory FRE God's word for 1 we who: 
5 ere betieveth = Canter finiſhed the work that 
Join the utigodly, f \be ſaved, Viry Gould 1 
5 alert God's 3 And he ex- 
© korte'us to word? fi 


rde e in 1 it. | 
© He added, that there eee | 
| © of petſone ol the molt witked chardQcty obtaining 
br mer mf "hw none after them” might deſpair : He 
< partic larly Enfarged on che caſe of Manafſeh (a 
7 who had enticed Ifrael'to idolatry, filted Jerufalem 


), : 
+ with itinocent blood, and cauſed is children to paſs 
Trough the fire © He ſaw 195 Aid) foe circum- 
125 ng DET 0 — 7 OD 
tric ty; he was iy Hrael, an 
Anſt Gop; but the Lon p 
; dealt with him there, and 
reperitafice; "ſhowing merey unto 
* bow Mk beg Him ahn is iniquties: (Aud be 
| 4 ” added) the l alſo tried me ii plenty, he tried 
| 5 in Want, in both fituations 1 rebelled' a Wulf 
mz at falt he brought me into riſot and ch 
And made known unto me his ama zi 17 x 
Mo "He Fa wil us ald to the e 
„ Fiagdalen 23 how vile a finner rw Y — 5 
20 * he Ras A {bar boa yet ſhe obtamed mercy: 
o to that of Pa ae Corinthians, who were 

% once noted tranſj — and Iaftly to the caſe of the 

* I thief on che croſs, which (aid ne is a Cafe ſo like 
Fo mine, that Ttejoice to find it on record. 

"4." We Here reminded him of a moft dhilfortable 
© Ercutſtance. that attended Cagr: T's - crucifixion, 
„ which was foretold in proplicey, Aid be was nen. 
"©" bered with the traut 1 ors (; and noticed that 

had he been ande AY men of equal repute 
ick Noah, aniel, and Job, he would, in all 
0 4p N y of ſpe ſpeech, habe been numbeted with tranſ- 

_< 'greflors, but that this would have wore no favour- 
wie alpect to him ; Bot chat he was —. 

0 thoſe 
0 2 Chron. a. 20. Eos © Ifa. li. 12. 


6 * K 
"Ol well for. me that lie s 


Fo s ready finiſhed'on wc]. then farc reſt ane 
; e love. of God to my ſoul, it paſſeth _ 


e 


7 — . one — 8 iO. 
oom for the vileſt to del IT... 


* Lonp over all is rich 10 all that Xo ypon <a 

s He then ſpoke of the way in 57 75 ſinners are 
+ fayed by this * that . at was b 
* by any works; and for this directed us 40 he gth 
s of the epiſtle to che Romans, laying,. no works of 
„ours can /avail here; no, prayers nor tcars.can.caſe 
©. the conſcience 12 with gyilt ; theſe I tried when 
+ under my heavy burden, hut {bill the load jnereaſed. 
I am not able to deſcribe the W. I found at my 
$ * breaſt ; could you. ſet all the weight of this priſon 


and not 


upon me, it could. not equal it; but being by the 


s grace of Gop led to ſee hat this great work is al · 


peace. Oh, 
. | knowledge, 3 it ol be I ſubjeQ of . to me thraugn 
* all eternity; for I ſhall never be able fully 72 com- 
prehend it! Would a friend come —. 2775 Ze, 
offer his life for mine, Wikia indee Hs love; .. 
but Cunhr ſo loyed. me, . s lifea 
*.ranſom for 8 while 4 enemy, ungodly, dd 


* without ſtreng ; of Haners, Oh, 
_ © the love of © Gamers Wh What he. taffered from: his 
cradle to his grave! How:ſhall 1 requite it? Well 


might Mary uns her arone . and waſh : 
_<. Carr's feet with her tears, and wipe ham with 
.- © the hairs of her head; 1 loved much, 


Wt 5 much was forginen ber. Simon felt nothing of all 


_ . + this, though he needed . e tog; hut Mary 


vas at no loſs for water, {he waſh 3 het | 
4 tears; neither 9 a.clath'to. 079. hems, th A 
them wirh the hairs of her head. 75 
At his \pequeſt we ſpent moſt of ihe night in pr ax 
Ling, praiſing, and reading the ſcripturés: During 


< which time be often broke out. in thankſgivings' to 


< Gov, and ſaid to us, Were it not for the glorious 
"Oy of Canwr, I FOO * this ks wo” | 
BS 7 * h =: - + cad | a 


* a — 
- . N 


4 . . 's x Yrea pars . me. He often exprel- 
= FRas longing defire for the-hgur of his departure; 
and when the clock ſtruck two, he. lifted up his 
„hands Excaiginge; Bleſſed hou! refer 
8 hour in the aft ernoon. 5 L 
le was prevailed upon. inthe morning dey bim: 8 
. © ſelf down to reſt, which he did, and ſlept with great - 
_ © compoſure for upwards of an hour. When he awoke 
he led us into a converſation about death, compar- 
ing it to à quiet ſleep; and then mentioning the 
1 agonies o of death, he ſaid, I feel quite eafy in the 
view of it; two or three minutes will end all its 
„pain: Oh, what is that compared, to What Jzsus 
juffered for me! His ſufferings make death eaſy to 
LE 
6 
6 


me; he took-away its ſting, and it ſhall be to me as 
if 1 bowed down my head beneath a cloud to A wy 


5 mag on the bright fide of it. | 
0 er this the jailor came to looſe. bim from his- 
; 44 But it is impoſſible to deſcribe the extaſy of 


Na. ©Joy E. was in from this time till we leſt him. Being 
' , <arliherty, he took the chain up in bis hand and kiſſed ? 
= as it, Laying, Oh, bleſſed be Gop for this chain; and 
= down and. praying by himſelf, he again 
of [Kiffec W e cin and returned it to the Jjatlor ; ' 
V and 3 ted him to attend to the 
boy ſeriptures, ſaying to him, peace in your 
a 1 2 and the knowledge of Jesus Gnkler x 
*:the Saviovs, is far better thay all you can get in 
_ © this world: Think upon Jxsus CrrIsT, call upon 
35 10 his name, he is a kind and merciful Sa vioux, he 
will not refuſe the petitions that are aſked of him; 
C on the comfort I have received, for he bas | 
made darkneſs light unto me, and chains liberty. 
# He then prayed, kneeling down, ſaying, (I bad it 
53 wot in my power before | to bow uy knees to Wo») | 


Fd 


4 


« e e ee 
* het vpn mind 0 goſpel; an 
yed fhat he migl + ve upp wth ill cow 


* chuding with theſe „Oh, Jevvs, grant the 
* ſame merey to me which Won alt wo te thick on 
> ſaid unto 5 ard, remember me 


* * the croſs, [4 +44 
char thovart in 15 ki ngdom, and bring ms. 


Petra Ef the x 
8j edt a brand ont of the burning, half 
» born, Fle then turned to the — AL to 


them, Soldiers, look at my r = og Poll 
1 ſee n company like” this? They are all in tears like 
dren” weeping for their father,” What is the 


© Laufe of al this, think you:? You ſee they have loſt . 


_ F their night's reſt; left their families and good houſes, - 


< to ſit in the dungeon of a priſon, and all for the ſake 
* of a poor thief; they knew nothing about me before  . 
I Teame here:? hats ici age ben d hf 
8 Why I will tell you, it is be. 1 truth 


upon which they are united, and they lone me, be- 
.< cauſe they love Jxsus CHxrer.” He then defired us 


to come and fee his laſt appearance; ſayings” What 


< will you think when you ſee me turned over? N 


© tell you what to think: Recollect the paſſage of” - 


_ © Hrael through the Red. ſea, and Jordan, how the 


waters ſtood as a wall on each ſide while they paſſed „ 


through dry-ſhod: Juſt ſo ſhall J paſs through the 
Who — f of death eee . all ns terrors on 
7 2 hand. 

Ve were uſt _— "when be called us 


"© backs | 


Pe: 


* 


3 
85 


e (via? he 20 ll 1 I hen, eee n 
= 2 and ve muſt part in the ſame | 


ms 2 And when 
due fmiled, he ſee med happy, Aung, Farewel | 
. f _ © farewel!'] am arty pericAly: happy. and; wei ſhall ſoon 
"=o enen never3o. pare ror eee 
I and two other perions went to him at che 
clock, with.a view-to: attend: him to the laſt. 
found him beyond deſcription joyfuli; As we 9 9 
to one another we had ne need to ſay any tfiing; 
deed he exbottedins to held faſt the 4aith, We ſpent 
the time till after te O elock in prayer, praise, eading 
r and convexſation upon them but he was 
able to fay. but little during the latter part of this 
period J for the extaſy of joy he was in at firſt, When 
ve ſaw cs 3 quite to have overpowered him, 
eri hen ſinging an hymn, in which he greatly 
e being the) fiſty⸗third of a collection of 
4 ht ita ſangs,. firſt publiſhed. by the late Mr. Glas, 
upon ie e words, 5 E is finiſhed)? And a8 he 
11 _— himſelf, his EE * 
0 ough * + re was: not Jane! 
= might dave been expected by thoſe wh Bere 
im. + HQ fee 2 Nr oth © 5 
A Bifle after. eee del K he came; dib dhe r. 
form, where we obtained: leave to acermpany bim 
Libdugh wen were not permitted to ſpeak to; bim 
Wal or te pray) Mr. Hardie; 
one of the miniſters ef Edinburgh, attended along - 
| = twa: of the magiſtrates ; although the, priſoner 
had mote than once, petitioned that he might not be 
attended by any of the clergy . The reaſong of theſe 
© peritions were, as follow; Few of the Oy 8 „ 
_=dmburgh had ever ſcen him, efpecially 
" | me ol ee Ie and; from any: * 
* * le 7 4 ere * 510 0 no Me? to ſi 
8 * that the attendance of i h ee che contrary to the to foe 
ES ab) dhe criminal, and the reſtrictions under which thoſe were laid whom 
he wiſhed to attend him, were owing to the magiltrates in generals 
ove of 1881 * ſee med to ee 890 bim fell. 


: 1 * 4 


b 4 " 3 2 n — — . po nmr eee * eee 


one in his fituation: Ad 0 4 he had no favourable 


42 b 9 deing 1 or — —— fo 


view of the cauſe of national Chniſtjanity | in which they 2 a 


Were enge having entered 3 into the vicws'df the 
ity of Carr's: | 

World. He ſun che hymm. already 9 — 

After this v0ne/00 

air. dne mund r 3 anſwe 

firſt} tu that gent {and then 

himſelf, that — — : 


and called on them to beware of every falſe founda- 
tion of 


behold in bim an inſtante of the Lon s free mercy} 


the cireutaſtancesalready-mentioneds Having finiſhs 
his: fpeechyq he! intended-tochave ſung 
1024 pſalm, but the time allowed him not per 
it, after praying a few minutes within himſelf, he, in 
the moſt firm and undaunted manner, ſubmitted to 
the puniſhment that the law of eee had aligned 


him for. his crimes. _ 


„ Bee Apendia, No. L. 


5 In a ſpurious Speech, publiſhed in a farreptitious manner, 
in which a good deal of the real Speech was omitted; there was 
alſo ſubjoined what was ſaid to be his. laſt Speech on the ſcaffold, 
but very different indeed from what he aims a Bee he. 
own laſt OI in * No. II. 8 


r. TIS T 


kinaſelf 3 upon Which! Mr: n 1e 10 

then prayed much in the ſame terms n 5 

— l his 2 * bee my 
7 . b 


. nnter, and 


This tras the ſuhſtante of hat he ſaĩd, though it muſt Y 4 
de owned; with dome degree df confuſon wing te 


Having thus finiſhed. the narrative concerning Wil. 7 
You Mills, I ſhall at reine conclude, reſerving for 
: C2 | e 


the magiſtrares propoſed chat. 


War Round . 
— — heaven _ > : | 
—_ not ſuſſe i ſuch orimes to paſs unpunithed, ©: He © © 

told them with great energy that they were ſinners; 


* part 6f the Po ns 


1 
+ 


9 
5 
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A „ 
12 * A * * 


* 


— rrwn trot A SIS ures 
25 


in his laſt 


an unworthy character, yet two 
key Ithink it 1 10 T wal 
he one, that he had Is Kin 
£18. while/the fad 
chan L. 5: 10. or L. 7115 
been the eaſe, Town he could not have laid wich truth 
eh, that poverty had any way led him to 
commit che crimes for which he ſuffered. The other 
is, that he was an evidence againſt a man named 
2 Y void. of ſoundation: 

for the; name — er 8 


| bf his wicked actions, not-from any deſire to make 
kim appear in a more favourable light.chan he: deſe 
ed; but partly becauſe I am not in poſſeſſion of the 


materiale, | that would be neceſſary o write a completa 


of what 


T do Lean could be of no fervice to the p 
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| foregoi 
y ſhow the” forging which 


cerning = way of ſalvation, - 
\Je8vs- +; Patron to be excluſively 


_ conſider the work 


the foundation of hope to the guilty. Yet I thought 
it neceſſary, to add to the narrative contained in my 
former Letter, an explicit — of hat I hold from 
the word of Gon, 
the * 


a ic Figlit- of Jenovans 


And this general'obſervation I would make inthe outſet; 
Tied beg to be kept in view through the Whole, that 


he Aon of ſinners of the fallen race of Adam, is 


ly a matter of revelation : We have nothing elſe 

hereto gui idle us but the word of Go. ae _— 

Sar natural — Fe rome — vor 
reveal, can in che leaſt aid our reſearches — 

ant queſtion, „ Wherewith-ſhall L come bet; * 
the Loapy-or bow myſelf before the high G 

The Lord alone could anſwer that g 
mercy he hath done, revealing the good 
perfect ſacrifice, through which the guilty can draw 

| nigh unto Gop (6). 

In this Letter, we ſhall firſt canker: the impoſſibi. | 
lity ny any creature having hope towards Gon, upon 
any other footing, than by his free mercy revealed in 
the atonement; which wi f be manifeſt, by wa = 

to the account, which the word of Go D WOOL 
the loſt and ruined ſtate of man. | Xx 2 


and-that 1 


(a) Micah vi. 6.—9. = | * : 


(5) Fal. xl. ** Heb. x. ein 


* L 
188 
EE 
Is 
N 


admitted; and it is a queſtion that in 


puzzled philoſophers 
1 — Gon, How it happene ; DST at man alone, of all the 
creatures falling under — O84 obſeryat 


a 
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ll ages roi 
by. wiſdom knew 


appeared to 


d a contrary to the end of his orcation:? The ſcriptures 


. for thy 


eln chapter « * epiſtle go the Roi 


8 Unto. Adam.che Loan — 


alone can ſolve this queſtion, ſhow how we became 
ſinners, and aſcertain the real extent and certain con- 
quences of tranſgreſſion. From them it appears 
d death,yere introdueed into the qvorld by 
groſtian of our fut parents; The is — 
Oe 


twelfth, verſe, < /Whcerefore as hy one man 
into the word, and.geath by fin, and fo, death paſſed 
1 rather, 


Kupon all men, for in hom) all 
Gidhavddnbedt” , 0 e 2 te ee ee 


bos by. Adam's tranſgrefion he ad all big poſteri- 


ty became ſubject to death; and fall its — 41 nth 


4 7 — — > te laut 
ing; Thou fhalt not cat of it, acurſed 18:the ground 
fake ;.cincforraw: ſhalt thou eat gf, it all the 

'of »thy life; thorns allo and-thiſtles; thall. it 


de days 


«:bring:forth to thee, and thou ſhalt cat the herb — 


e the Reld : in the ſweat —— ſhalt, thou cat 


* pbread till thou return untethe gr 


univerſally reigns, is not the fruit 
ticular -tranſgreſhon, »butiitlie: 
„ Death reigned: : Rn ak. Even over 


12 rere 


et. att, aud unto duſt thou iſhalt — In, this 
ſontenceaiſizadamitpoſtcrity were along with him in- 


celuded ʒ he felbas their puhlic: head and repreſentative; 


and ſo the word.of Gon declgres, that, death, which 


— 


of Adam's ſin: 


te them that had: 2 ſimilitude of 
+: Adam's tranſgteſſion (h) V. ;/ 


But this is not all. Not. anly are 5 — by 
I earn 8 1 e to ane . graves. and ex- 


poſed 


(a) Genchs 18. 17.—20. 650 Nom- &. r 


. * 


bade for full thou 


every man's par- ä 


N "7 | 
ws” 7 
; 2 N N 


likene 
immediate. defcengents 
| brother's;bleody..and; that becauſe; he was mare: rigb⸗- 
tous thahhe 3 and thus manifeſted himſcif tor, be ibo 
ppg 


_ *.thou 
«fuller wg dlaſphemies; theſe. are the things 


bis iniquity, makes the 


the 4 
but. + in-his gen likengls,, A 
as! 10; appltaty inch — not to. . 
bich,was.ſoon manifelted Dy the cenduct of his 
J er of them, Cain ſſ ſhed- 4 


«a +. 4 
5 
: — 
* 4 * 
1 . 
. 
* 
: "2% 6 
* 2 


gf him + ho was a, murderer from 
and abode not in the truth (6). Niob „. | 
refores:* are eſtranged from the womby 
aſtray. as;ſ00n-, as; they are 8 


f they g * 
655 nes Their hearts ate deceitful abeve a 


& things, and deſperately wicked (4), naturally pro- 
ducing: every evil; action towards; Gop and man for 


«nd ſcriptures Tay, + Out of the heart proceed evil . 


mautrders, adulteries, e thefts, 


*%which-defile a man ( This is the black ſource 
2 buman evil, "Which neceſſarily flows out abundantly = 
from this polluted. fountain. ron $3 av] aur. 
Thus man; ASA eſcendent of fallen Adam, ein elt Len 


love nor obey Gon; nay, his mind is filled with hatred 
of Gop, and of his fellow creatures: Vet in all this he 


is à free and voluntary agen t. The conſeious ſenſe of 

thoughty-of a juſt Gon irkſome 

to his mind, and the quick fenſe of his en intereſt 

and honour, induces the hatred. of: his- fellow men. ' 

Bringthundedets the-excrciſe of all ungodlinefs, and — 

Runen ber poſcs:! himſelf to the paint of tho f 
ond death, anch is deſcribed. * Fü gelle. * * , 

* nature à child o wrath (f).” » - 
Though by nature man is rendered gute incapable „ 
of loving and obeying God, yet he is capable, in . 
meaſure, of diſcerning his duty: There ſtill — 


las 


war" eee as to 4 
5 1 f 2% . 1 N 3 
90 Beer r . er. xvii. 3 
b) hay 8 . 1 John i i. 12. 15 atth. xy. "th. 9 


0 


cor? a FM i | 0 Eph. ii. 3 3 


e 24 


a LC written; 1 ine im of direſpet e 
* perſons with Gop; for as many as have f = | —— 
t out law, ſhall alſo 


periſh without-law, and [2s manga 
y the — 9 


80 have ſinned in the law, ſhall bo jt 
| «(for not the hearers of the law are juſt b A 

hut the doers of the law ſhall be juſtified; for when | 
e the Gentiles which. have not the law, do by nature ' 


ec the things contained in the law, theſe having not 


4 the law, are a law unto the! \ſelves,. which ſhow the 
ce work-of the law writt CRIES hearts, their eon- 
* ſeience alſo bearing witneſs, their thoughts the 
mean while accuſing; or elſe 3 one another) 


„in the day when -Gop ſhall judge che ſerrets 


c f mens hearts by Jasus CHRIST (A) In this 
te paſſage che 1 3th, I ath, and 15th verſes are incloſed 
in à parentheſis, in whieh the apoſtle vindicates the 
doctrine he had maintained, that they who ſinned 
without law (i. e. the written law): ſhouſd periſh with 
cout law; and that they who ſinned in the law, ſhould 
de judged by the law, in the day of Curier: As to 
the Jews, he ſhows that the law-promiſed life, not to 
the man who heard or knew theſe th things, but who did 
them; and as to the Gentiles he declares, chat their 
natural conſciences did to them the part of the written 
hy cn this law being written in their hearts; inform- 
ing them of their duty, and the demerit of diſobedi- | 
ence; ang thus the ſame apoſtle, ſpeaking of men! in 
the ſame circumſtances, ſays, “Who, kne 
r Judgement of Gop, that who commit ſuch 
things are worthy of death; not only do the ine, 
* büt ave pleaſure in them that do them () '- 
The law which was engraven upon the heart of - 
Adam, when he was created after the image of Goo, 
and may yet be traced in the hearts of all be poſterity, 
in what is called natural conſcience, which in 2 
man ſtill witneſſes for Gop, was formally promuly | 
to the nation of Iſrael, and engroſſed into the — ; 
. covenant | with that peoples though this. W "wm | 


oe): Rom, 5. 1117. wy (5) Rom. i. 32. 


the - 
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"This Duin de 08 W e ao us our ie 40% + — 
and the int vitahle conſequemces of diſobedience: K 
ſummad, . Ly patticulars, love to Gop and tie 
our : % Thou ſhalt love the Lon thyYop, RR 
e wich all ay heart, and with all thy foul, and wier 
. All ö 


thy ſtrength, and . wp all thy mind, -_ __— | 
6: neighbour Shelf (a).“ To the perfect 
ent it promiſes life t . 1 „„ WET 
- But it can ſhow no to any rrankerefior ; For 
itüs written, Curſed is every ane chat continueth not 
LE — written inthe babk ef the law, te do 
| them ( ch Who then can ſtand this teſt? Wha 
gan put his hand to his heart and Fay he is clean? Let 
the advocate fot human merit ſtand forth; it he can 5 5 
 fulfit- the condition, Which is no leſs than making 
atonement for his paſt ſins; and being perfect in future: 
Thonet him claim the reward: 6 de dachte git 
he ſpeaes of human in ty; | 
ſtand confounded ; the juſt and certible Gen trathi | 
pronounced his doom, * Curſed is he - and grace, 
free foyereign+ pet Wks; can reſcue bim from 
deſtruction. NN eee 15312 rae” 
 Agrocable to this view" of things! 18 Puurs aceouhe 
of this matter, iir the third chapter of tlie epiſtle to the 
Roman, from the geh to the 2 fſt verſe; he begins 
wich aſking this queſtion, What then f are we” 
(ile. Jews), „ better than they ? i. e. Gentiles) ; \ 
vhich he thus pere ly anſwers, * Ns, in nowiſe; _ 
for we have before proved woe eus and Gentiles * 
„that they are all under ſin.“ He then collefs a 
number of paſſages from the Old Teſtament ſeriptures, 
deſcriptive of the guilt of mankind, and in verſe 
1 s the conclufion, Now we know that what 3 
things ſoever the law faith, it ſaith to them who 
# me under the law, that every mouth may Be ſtopp ed, 
and ai #he world may become guilty before God.” © 7 
20 3 * — to thoſe un e 


0 Lake 48125 09% [8] 3 26. 00 Gal. 11. 7 | 8 
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* FOR were, fur reed, * N 1 were the 
on who. in point of righteouſneſs claimed: as pre- 


ecinence over, others, it followed of courſe, if they 


Were brought in guilty, that every mouth was. Aan 
ped effectually, and none rigbteous, no not one. 
Ik the foregoing obſervations have been ed ea, © 
| the concluſion of Paul will be already anticipated, 
4 Therefore by 1 the deeds. of the lato there ſhall, no fleſh 
« be juſtified in his ſight.” All fleſh have corrupted 
their ways, are breakers. of Gop's law, and therefore 
under its curſe, and every attempt to do and live, can 
only involve the deeper in uilt and miſery. By the 
law is the tnowledge of lin; it ſhows. us our tranſ- 
reſſion, it ſpeaks our condemnation, but it mot 
w mercy, it cannot abſolvue. 25 2 eG; 
It is now time to proceed. to. a brigh ter ſubject, * 
that grace Which has gilded the blackneſs of human 
miſery, and brought ſalvation to the utterly wretched; 
This precious truth was tirikxevealed tc Adam in theſe 
words: And I will put enmity between thee and the 
* ae and between thy ſeed and her ſeed; it 
< ſhall' þruife thy head, and thou ſhalt brniſe bis 
heel (a).“ Aae began the firſt dawn of human 
hope, and this remained as the cleareſt. promiſe: of 


| deliverance through CHRIST till the days Q fAbrabam, 


when. that glorious perſon, who was at fitſt ſet forth 
in the wide extended view. of a deſoendent of Eve, 
was particularly deſcribed as the ſeed of Abraham; 
yet ſtill unlimited in the ſalvation he was to beſtow, for 
- - thus did che promiſe run: And in thee ſhall all fami- 
ies of the earch be bleſſed (H)“ This promiſe was 
yet more clearly ſet forth;to David, and his houſe was 


declared to be the family, from which the glorious | 


Deliverer, was to ſpring; thus Nathan ſaid ta David, 
And when thy da a, 4 fulfilled, and thou ſhalt ſleep 


| 4 with thy fathers, I will.ſet up thy feed after thee, 


« which. ſhall proceed out of thy Hts and Lwill - 
< eſtabliſh his ee (c). - This laſt promiſe is the 


= oh wy 8 of the teſlimony of the ſucceeding pro- 


: n 
© Gen. il TY (9). Gen ai 3. l 2 Sam. us „ 
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Jer xl, ver. 5, 5. Amos ix: ver. 11, 14. 


e mende perfon © 


and true Gp, it would have been ineffeRual to de 
ver from deſtruction: For the higheſt created being is 
bound by the law of his nature, to perfect obedience 


for himſelf, and no part of what he does can go to the 


account 7 another; neither could the blood of on 1 


creature make atonement for the fouls'of' thouſands, _ 


and righteouſly redeem them from perdition. © Ih that 


view öf things, we never could underſtand the rea- PN 


ſoning of Paul: «If the blood of bulls and of goats 
and the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the unclean? 
* ſanctifieth to the purifying of the fleſh; how Meß 
< more. thallthe blood of Ghrit, who through the eter 
nal Spitit offered himſelf without ſpot to So. Ke 
Jour conſcience” from dead works, to Terve 9 
iving'Gop (a)? ?ꝰ? 
© They prophets who foretold the cott of the 


One for” Him forth as a perſon of infinite digi 8 . 
Ilaiah declares that he who was to ſit upon the throne = 
of David was the mighty God: © Unto us'a Child 1s © © 
born, unto us a Son 1s given, and the goperüment 
4 ſhall be upon his ſhoulder; and his name ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Counſellor, The mighty Gd The 

« everlaſting Father, The Prince of Peace : Of the 
* increaſe 15 His $0 overnment and peace there (hall. ; 
the throne of David (0), Sc. „ 

the ſame prophet introduces John Baptiſt, as hus 


no end, upon 
_ teſtifying concerning him, * The voice of him that 


< cneth in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye the way of the 
2 „a D, (or en 5 ts! in the An 
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abſolute r N that the s as „ 

infinite dignity, and at 8 1 "Ol 
fame time clothed with human nature; Had he not 
| been a true man, his work could not have benefited | 
the race of Adam; and had he not been the livin 95. 
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IN . 2: moons lg he ſeec 2 1 "the days 
13 comes dit 4 that 1 vil raiſe wfito David 
=; 4 righteous. Branch, and a King ſhall reign and 
4 ij  %.profper; and ſhall execute judgment and juſtice in 
1 Rn mall be ſkyed;' and 
ral hall dell fately 7 and this is the name where · 
K by he ſhall be called, The Lard (or Jehovah) Our 
e Rightiouyneſi(d)?. And, not to multiply quotations, 
T.aechariah ſets him forth as the equal of the Lonn of 
| Holts; ſayings 4 8 ge" ſword, againſt my Shep - 
825 bd and i= by ſt the Aon, * faith the * 
| +. Lon of H 4 | 
-The New Teſtament, in the moſt . manner, ; 
alete the ſupreme Deity of Jesus Caupgr, "The 
cvangeliſt Jahn thus writes on this important ſubjeR ; 
| In the beginaing was the Word, aud the Word 
1 <4 was wich Gon, and the Word was Gov. All 
| +. things were made by him, and without him was 
| 


6e not any 
fe, and the [life was the light of men. And the 
% Word was made fleſh, and Neck among ys, (and 
$5, we;/behald his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father,) full of grace and truth (4). 
Arid agrecable to this account, Paul. thus addreſſes 
| the. Philippians, * Let this mind be in you, which 
* was allo in CHRIST Jesvs, who, being eos. 
. of Go, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
ep; + Horns himſelf of no Teputation, and 
„ wok upon bim the form of a ſervant ſe).“ RK. 
x „ paſſage from John, that evangeliſt 
9 does pot defetäbe him as the. . only- zegotteh of the 
de Ppather, vill ſuch time us he was made fleſh; which = 
Ages with the accotint of this matter given by Luke, 
he thus peaks of the conception of 'Jesvs ; “ And 
151 oy, DEGREE * dy womb, e 
1 vt e 660 e e ec forth 
1 0 in Th 3. compared = Methew i. ** cnn 


Jer. xxiti. 5 6. 8 8 *(#). John i. 1, 2 L 4 
Cech, vil 7. SE Wo Philip. jt . Kc | me 
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thing. made that was made... In him was 


95 : a * her, The Holy BrI RT 


. Py th à Hon, a i ein ig: name 25 
. aſi and ſhall be called the | 8 
„ the Hia Abr, and the Loan Gop mall give 4 
7 him the throne of his father David, = he ball 
„ reign, ver the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of this 
« kingdom there {hall be no end. Then faid Mary 
«, — the angel, How: ſhall this be, fecing I l 
„ not a man? And the angel anſwered and hid unte 
come upon e 
e 
% therefore W | 4 
. Gael the Sox of 695 (a) in 
theſe words 175 angel, there is a manifeſt re ence 
to the: gth of Iſiah, already. 2 and alſo to 
Laiah vii. ver. 14. Behold 8 virgin conceiy 
and hear a Son, and ſhall call his name EMdN URN, 
The haly thing that Mary bore was EMMANUELy the. 
 Micirty Gop in the form of an Infant of days; and 
bis name, as thus manifeſted, was the Son os Gop *. 
| The Jzsys Cyarsr, when be ſpeaks of himſelf as 
| be Son, declares himſelf to be both inferior to the 
2 and the equal of Ion. He favs, 
„The Son can do nothin bin, N hae, ec 
60 ſecth the. n 6 . r as _ FATHER 


le) Like 1 37.— | 


Tbere i is yet 3 E is which Cute] is ee 0 
be the Son of Gop; and that is as the firſt- burn from the bees, 
and inheriter of all things: Thus Paul, when. preaching in the 
| ſynagogue of Antioch in Pifidia, fays, Hadi wur declare unto you glad 


bath fulfilled the punto us their children, in in that he bath up 

\ Jeſus again; Wy alfo euritten in the ſecond alm, pp my 
+» this day T bogottes thee, Acts xiii. 325 33- Jnithat Palm * 
bis inberitance, 


1 is connect Wich his receiving the 


43 7 2 and he Ge image FA ry 


the word of his power, G 
Ft Fat down on the right band 4 Hy 27 


E e. 


angela, as be hath by © Seth. 
Op per 1 "a, 5 2 or ae of the Telco wy 
time, Thou * have T1 begotten thee © Mad * 
3 i Ba pla N 75 
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1 3 Meg 405 at — — — 5 
eth no man, no not the angels which are in heawden, 
& neither the 8 Hows but the Farmer (H) And, 4 5 
14 Farnx is greater than I (c). While at ſame time 
declared, My FaTitx: worketh hitherto, and I 
. Work, As to which the Jews obſerved, that he 
< had faid/that Gop was his FaTHER,"mn ſuch a ſenſe 
b ag to make himſelf equal with Go (d). And alf 


he declared; I and my -er are one? Which 5 


the Jews interpreted to be claiming divine Honour, 
for they anſwered him, For a good work we ſtone 
„ thee not, but for blaſphemy, and becauſe that thou, 
being a man, makeſt thyſelf Gop (%), And at laſt 
they crucified him for blaſphemy on that very account. 
This then is the Perſon that came to ſave us, the eter- 
nal Wogp, who is the living Gop in union with the 
Farukx and the HoLy SPIRIT; for it is written, 
4 There are three that bear record ſin heaven, the 
e Farng, the Word, and the Hoy Spiatr, and 
40 "theſe Three are ons (. This is he who took a 
human body and ſoul prepared for him, and became 
one with the children which Gop gave Bini in fleſn 
and blood, that he might redeem their ſouls from de- 
ſtruction. Being thus at once the great God and our 
| Saviour(g)./ Be that made the worlds, and hath by 
* re eee 
. prophets who ſet forth the coming of the : 
| Hefiab? allo e the. end of his coming into the 
| ; | N 4002 Ke 11 1 5 ee 
.. (9) Je 19. wy 405 fog _ . 63 H ; 
x& xii. 32. þ + John v. 5. , 


"65 ' John XIV. 28. itus ii. A 
% John v. 17, 1 18. x Heb. i. 2, ho EOF 


C * A little attention to what is ſaid above, will ſhow that Þ. 

diſclaim” the "idea of 'Jxsvs Cyrisr being the Sox of Gop by 
_ eternal generation. This is not to be found in the ſoriptures: 
And JI cannot conſiſtently hold, both that Jas us is the ſupreme 
and ſeWf-exiſtent Gov, in union with the FaTuzz and the Hory 
Sri, and that he was L e by the Faru in abſtraRt 
Deity; 4 8 OY there is 1 in the ſentiment, — to 

eſtabli the Far ER exiſted ore the Son, and can tly 
3 9 


— 


0 Age renne 
« greſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniqt 
„ chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, a 


«<, gone altray, wie have turned every one to his o 
„ way, and the Lonp hath laid upon him the/iniquiry! 
of us all (a).“ There is contained in theſe words 


A very Alle and clear account of the work of the 
Meſſiah, as a ſubſtitutional atonement for ſinners, 
well agreeing with the declaration of Carer: bimſelf, 
The Son of man came not to be miniſtered untoß 
<. but to miniſter, and 0 195 his nigh TRICE - 


e many (, Y. 20 a7 oth 
Ihe grand end 5 which the Son e ag: anti” 


felted; was to redeem the guilty from the puni —.—1 
power, and effects of 8 by himfelf bearing that 
wrath which was dur to their tranſgreſſions, aud thus 


Jiſplayi the righteous character 5 ; 


vation of the worthleſs and wretched. Thus bs prod 


under the divine? malediction due-to ſinners, a8 it is 
written, Cur 18 r hath redeemed” us from the curſe 
of the law, being made a curſe for us, for it is 
ritten, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a 


tree (c).“ In this view alone we can comprchend 


his agony of ſoul,” and bloody ſweat in the garden 


Gethicmayes when de eras Oh, my Faruzs; if 


it be poſſible let this cup paſs from me ( An 
©, why haſt thou forſaken me (e)!“ His death 


ways Kt forth under the idea of a facrifice for fin : | 8 


In all things it behoved him to be made like unto 
his brethren, that he might be a merciful yay 
ful high prieſt, in thin s pertaining, to G 


<& make reconciliation for the fins of the people (; Pr 8 


And accordingly, © once in ee the world hath 
; ks he a ken ar fig n, 0 a Wt] 
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pes we are healed: All we — have i 


» 


; pe 


bis wonderful cry on the croſs, My. Gop, my GoD, - 


Lr rn 


():“ And * offered himſelf without  ſpot-unts 
as the atititype of all che ſacrifices ap- 

pointed under the 14%. Ant as in the'death of CUT, 

—.— him bearing the curſe, ſo we alſo fee im 

_ felling the condition ef life required by the law; - 

for Wilen at the Father's command he became obedi: 


* 


one the higheſt dove to God and to men. 
Tu. work of redemption Chriſt completely finiſhed 
off the ere 3 he ſaid while he hung _ It 18 
«" Aniſhed, he bowed' his head, and gave up the 
6 But he was not left the dead; 


"Fo! * roſe hg third day according to the ſcriptures,. ant 


ok 'kfivite inportance WII the teſtimony concernin ng £ 
| kis reſurreRtion. appear, * viewed in the light of the 


His reſutr rreflinn' cheaply manifeſted the dignit 6 bis . 
Nh 4: There was a controverſy during all hie fife 
eöneerning Who l Was: Mukitudeß counted him à 

_ wicked irnpoftor, and ny who were ready to ac- 
knewledge bis claim to a divine million, were yet ts 
ail as che former to eſteem him, the Nd made 
. Twice indeed did the Fa Thun, inthe moſt ſo- 
len maler, vindlicate his pretenſions, by an audible 
voice from bea ten; 'but{till- it was upon his predicted 
' teſurreStion from the dead, that the truth of them 
chen turned; and thus he is ſaid to be declared 


| 8 


(or ee) the Son of God with power, ac- 
«* cording-to the Spirit of holinefe, y the eon 


8 Fromth dead (d) > 
be tifficiency of the ſicyifies' de offered up ial 
| heteby manifeſted: He came, wWe have ſeen, to Hear 
the wrath and curſe of God due to us for fin; this 
work he on the croſs declared do be Hnſhed: Now his 
KitreQion-proves this #-: be ue, and demonſtrates 
that the curſe is Dorne, the ranſom paid, and the cup 
_ - of wiath due to finners completely drunk up by the 
| . Thus Chriſt * chat the MI would 


* 8 - Convince 5 
(a) Heb. ix. 26. 25 17 ils xix. 30. r 
* Heb. i ix. 14. 1 8 Rom. i. 4 "ag 1 a 
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ent eo death in the room of tranſgreſſors, he diſplayed = 


4 N IT by * 
i ol a 7 * of | 8 
oro (6g [2 dee To tomy F and. ye ke * 
e no more (a. 
I be divine delig b in 8 SE hereby Ky. . | 
manifeſted « This is indeed of the utmoſt importance... _ - 
The ſearch of a ſoul.conyineed of fin is ever after What „ 
will appeaſe the Deity (): And no ſacrifice could give. 
peace to the guilty mind, but what had the moſt uns 
equivocal teſtimony. of the divine acceptance: Now. - 
the atonement of Chriſt has this teſtimony, that it 
pleaſes God. Not only during his apode upon earth, e 
did the Father declare his good pleaſure in him(c); but 
this Was in the moſt, powerful | manner manifeſted, 
when God raiſed bim from the dead, and gave him 1 
glory at his on right hand: Then he received the 
moſt expreſs, teſtimony of the divine approbation in his 
work: And indeed his reſurreQion correſponded with, 
and illuſtrated the teſtimony from the excellent glory, 
for Cy x18, upon that, eccafion, {aid to his-diſciples,.” 3 
Tell the viſionto no man, until the Son ek man be 4 
«riſen gain from the dead (a)- e ous wy 
In the work of Cngisr the divine 'thara®ee 1 ines. 3 
forth reſplendently ; it is there alone that the name of T0 
Go is fully unfolded, as it was declared to Moſes, 
© The Loxp Gov, merciful and gracious, lofi Auf 3 
* fering,. and abundant in goodnels and truth, 'keep-. 
<« ing mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, and 
6 tranſgreſſion, and fin, and that will by no means 
« clear the guilty (e).“ Here we fee the riches ond. 
vine mercy” and goodneſs, and at ſame time ſtrict e 
juſtice and infinite holineſs: When fin was charged to 
the account of CHS, the cup of ſufferings cou 4 not e 
paſs from him except he drank of it: © It became him oi 
e for hom are all things, and by whom are all things, 
in bringing many ſons unto glory, to make the 
"i Captain of their falvation' perfect throug ſuffers, 
40 ing G And . * * he. fet him forth * 
bY {95 ne 


of 


e be 
15 gs xvi. 18 ID: = 938 , Maat xvit. 9 
(5) Micah vi. 6, &c. 3 Exodus xxxiv. 6 7. 
- 5 Matth. iii. on and vil. 5. 69 Hed. is i. 
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30 qropitiation through bath d his. blo to declare 
Fs FEE 
T paſt, through the forbearance of Gon; to declare 
es chis time his righteguſneſs, that he might de 
0 juſt, and the ruſtifier of him that believeth in Je- 
4 ſus( a).“ In the work of Ixsus Ch Ir, we behold the 
_—— Gop; ; we ſee infinite love and grace manifeſted 
ion wich the ſtricteſt juſtice and moſt un- 
3 purity; We 1 divine wiſdom, in 
contrivance of the wonderf Blas. and divine 
”-u in the execution of it. i 
This truth concerning Ixsus . s called the 
WT or good nete, by him who is the peſt judge of - 
lat ought to gladden the heart of man; and ESUS 
_ af, after he aroſe from the dead, commanded it 
to be preached to every creature, adding, « He that 
bbelieveth and is baptized; ſhall be feed; but he that 
1 e helieveth not ſhall be damned (6). , The way in 
which finners are interęſted in Enki, and ſaved by 
| him, is furely of great importance to be well attended 
do; sor not only the preſent comfort, but the ſalvation 
= al firmers it. If men were left totally in. 
1 the dark about the manger. in which they were to be 
£14 intereſted i in Chriſt, what would it avail to have him 
| eached-uhito them? Or if the leaſt ſhadow of reſpect 
- be in this matter-paid-to human worth, or any good 
= thing be required of the creature, what after all would 
_—_ een but deſpair, for thoſe who are conſcious of 
= nothing about themſelves but what fits them for de- 
3 ſtruction? But happy is ĩt for ſinners, that the way of 
S  * {alvatioh by Ensisr is clearly revealed, and that it 
c0Correſponds entirely with that grace Which gave him 
to die for the ungodly. He that believeth ſhall be 
</faved.” This is che faithful teſtimony of Jehovah. 
This declaration of ſalvation to the believer, is oppoſed 
to all anxious enquities about how we are to be inte - 
keſted in the divine favour :: The rightcouſnels which 
is of faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine 
8 heart, Who Hall, eras into heaven? ? that is, to 
3 „ ae, bring 
| 5 Rom. ul, 559068 {0 0p Mark xvi. 15, G: 


ZW DO: 


man report; and 


4 the 
. ſhe EY But what ſaith it? The word is nigh 


TE or. 
& bring Cie e ve; kk | hall deen 
cep? that is, to bring up Cnnisr again _—_ 55 


ö be thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that is; 5 


& the word of faith whict 


e the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.“ (a)? ꝝ 0 


nn apoſtles in preaching che goſpel. PRs 9 5 
laboured and intricate deſeriptions of faith; they der 


N we preach, that if thou 
„ ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lonp Jrsus, and 
«© believe in thine heart that CT IN EW Th 


clared to the world the teſtimony of Gon; they were. 


ſollicitous to enforce it by all the evidener which G 


had given of its truth; and they declared in language 
equally intelligible to dhe mol refined philoſopher, and 


the moſt ignorant wy „He that believeth 


4 Ag ſaved, 296-6 it een not een 


3 dammed. 

The rd fajed;/i is „ uſed + inthe feeiptionos. in the 
. 225 Ks in whici men generally uſe it on common 
. 155 "EK faith; -or. believing 


Gon, and be- 


lieving man, than what neceſſarily ariſes from the hig 


importance of the golpet teſtimony, above every hu- 
ſpeaker, in diſtinction from the moſt faithful and 


VWell-inforined kumun Vitneſt This Jahn eg tedf - 


ee we receive the witneſs (or rather teſtim ony) of 


any other: difference between 


e aſſuted credit due to Gon as the 


„ men, the witneſs (or teſtimony) of Gop is great- 95 
<«< er ();“ i. e. worthy of more affured credit The 


faith of the goſpel then, is juſt belicving it tg be true 
upon the divine authority: I that recetveth 21 teſti- 
mony hath ſet to his ſeal that God ir true (c). While 


be that brlieoith n Cod, hath made bimunligiybreauſe 


he believet h not the record that God gave of hi Sn 


| The way in which the angodhy-are jultified by faith, 
well correſponds with the ſovereign grace manifeſtec 


in the atonement. Paul, writing to the Epheſians, 
, 1 "By * are EF faved, N faith, and 


(a). Rom. x. bath,” 1 Jobe iii. 33. „ Ee 
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te, that not of yourſelves, it is the gift of Gon not of 
bis-epiſtle to. the Romans he thus ſpeaks, . Therefore 
56 it is of faith, that it might be by grace, to the end 
the promile; might be ſure to all the feed (b).“ 
r the falvigian of finders 
by faith, did not entirely correſpond: with grace, they 


Could not obtain the pramiſe + And this fame apoſtle | 
oppoſes faith to, all, works, as pointedly as he does 


grace; his words are, Now to him that worketh is 
ard not reckoned of grace, but of debt; 


chat juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith .is counted for 
| +. rightcouineſs (£).Y, 1K this, paſſage was duly attended 


to, it would teach us what to think of thoſe who ex- 


ect to be juſliſied by exerting laborious ads of faith, 
125 they are termed), For ſurely act and -works of 
faith are of the ſame meaning ;/ and. if ſinners are 


S works of faith, then fare wel to the apoſto- 
tical diſtinction, Unto bim that worketh. not but believ- 
eb. We cannot confine works merely to good actions: 
He who 1s juſtified rather than another, on account 


of good things about him that the other wants, whe- 


ther theſe are works, diſpoſitions, endeavours, or 


| not by what he believes... . -. 


„* je 
nate, or abandoned harlot *. 
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Me haye ſcen that when Jssus CHalsr gave com- 


* 


miſſion to his apoſtles to preach: the goſpel, he com- 


Wanded it to be proclaimed. to “ every creature: 
The goſpel declares ſalvation to every ane that believeth 
Without difference; it pays equal reſpect to the 194 


renowned philoſapher, and the mo/? ignorant peaſant ; to. 
the fridteft religious profeſſor,, and the mo licentions 
This doctrine, however 
L x $1 3 }: | 5 7 88 2 bs x = wy 5 5 ny : ö o Ys 8 8 
. (a) pb. fl 8, 9, (3) Rem. . 16. (e) Rom. ir. 4. 3. 
have here purpoſely choſen this mode of expreſſion, in or- 
der to be underſtood; I have no meaſures to keep with the religi- 
aa world, and therefore I am not afraid of their frown: Aud. 1 


7 
« * . * * va * 7 5 


* 


F 
4 
—— 


Þy the E goin, im the ya expreſs terms 3 5 but it is 
ſupported by a number of facts,” end : 
7 illuſtrate and confirm. it. 8 % ee ee ; 

When Jzsvs Curr pt rc wha, * «i 


had been deſeribed by his forerunner John Baptiſt, 


exalting the” valleys, mating loro the mountains and 


Hills, and revealing the glory of the Lord in the ſame 
point of view to all: His character was peculiarly ob. 
noxious to the ſtrict and devout of his day, who could 
not bear that all their claims ſhould be laid low, and 
themſelves brought upon a level with publicans and 
harlots: His Darine- was cenſured. as leading to 
licentioufneſs, and his free and familiar conduct to- 
wards the chief of finners zealouſſy condemned. They 
ſaid of him, „Behold a gluttonous man and a Wine 
„ bibber, a friend of publicans and ſinners (a).“ And 
upon à particular occaſion, when he ſhewed mere 
to a great tranſgreſſor, a Phariſce ſaid, This man, 
if he were . gr would have known who, and 
„what manner of woman this i 18 chat [tale eth him, 5 
for ſhe is a ſinner (. ö. Lox 
There are many now, who in conforinicy to the 
religion of their country pay reſpect to tbe name of 


Cnkisr, who yet we may ſay, without breach of cha- hg 


rity, had they been in the ſame circumſtances, would 
have acted the ſame part; for they equally exclaim 
againſt the doctrine of ſovereign grace, and ale | 
the ſame conſequences to the free declaration of it; as 
ns their DET N in 8 days of Thats, be 


0 Luke v vii. 34 8 en. Lake vii. 39. cbs 29 
| ths 8 1 Þ TS 7 
am Pate that Bn 3 the doctrine hall e 
muſt include in the ſame condemnation, him ho ſaid to the 
ſtricteſt ſect of his day, 'The publicans and the harlots go into the 
kingdom of God before you. Many of thoſe who do ſo, as they are 
teachers of national Chriſtianity, and have the ear of the people, 
- are the moſt dangerous. enemies of that truth,. which they profeſs 
to believe! And not a few even of the people of Gop themſelves, | 
are partly deceived by them, and led aſtray; for 1 do not deny 
that ſuch are in * e but By are PE" in enden 
qud rar. e 


/ Kit noe enough for them if they. 
: «1 


= bir 


ſhould the di ; of Onaler be uſtoniſh b 

be as their Aer! 

If they have called the Maſter ot the houſe 

„ zebub, how much more ſhall ee Fa 

«| houſhold (2)? nnn 17 724 Tee 

I vill not be eaſy for the Kode of: human * 
to make their plan conſiſtent with the New Teſtament; 


We cannot read the hiſtory of Ixsus without pereciv- 


* 


£ „ that i inthe difribation of his favours he acted as 
q n, and in a way very ſtumbling and morti- 
being tothe ſons of pride. While he thus addreſſed the 
men of the firſt religious reputation, . Ve ſerpents, 
ye generation of vipers, how cati ye eſcape the dam- 
<, nation of hell (5)? he, in a numberleſs variety of 
inſtances beſtowed falvation upon the confeſſedly guil- 
ty and worthleſs; and he who never ſaw this in read- 
. mg the Evangeliſts, never yet read them to any good 
purpoſe.” But in order to give à view of this Aae, 
e mall only attend to the way in which Ixsus com- 
menced and ſiniſhed his miſſion, wh will abundantly | 
demonſtrate the truth of that ancient declaration 
<<] will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 
wil ew mercy. on-whom I will ſhew mercy (c).“ 
We have an account of CHRILST's entering upon his 


pudlio eie in the Ath chapter of Luke, and par- 


dicularly froe the: 16th to the goth verſe, we read of 
his preaching in the Haagegde. of Nazareth, where he 
had been brougbt up; applying to himſelf the 6 iſt 
chapter of Iſaiah, ver. 1, &c. ** The Spirit of the Lord 
$67 God is upon me; becauſe the Lord hath anointed 
ee me to preach good tidings unto the meek,” &c. 
The effect was, That all bare him witneſs, and won- 
* dered at the gracious words which proceeded out 
e of his tnouth : And they ſaid, Is Is 1 Joſeph's 
5 ton! But Jesus "6h that after all, they enter- 
-tained falſe ideas of his grace, and that they expected 


2 peculiar imerelt in un favour, on account of his 


i expoſe and. refute their error, « e will 4 ; 
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et is ac in his oon 


7 14 to you, 1 


country; 


c but 1 tell you of a truth, many widows were in If. 


48 rel in the days of Elias, when'the heaven was ſhut 


« up three years and fix months, when great famine 


1 was throughout all the land; but unto none of them 
« was Elias ſent, fave unto Sarepta 
< unto à woman that was'a widow : And many 


« were in Iſrael in the time of Eliſeus the prophet; and N 
« non of them was cleanſed, ſave Naaman the 8 yrian. 


This well agreed with the cry of his forerunner; and 


was migrtifying indeed to the pride of the heart of man. 


Wee fee from what followed that they could not bear 
| it, for, „ All they i in the ſynagogue, hen they heard 
e theſe things, were filled with wrath, and roſe up, 
« and thru in 1 ont of the city, and led him unto 
«the brow of the hill whereon their city was m_ 
A that they might caſt him down headlong“ ? 


. The other es 1 have in view, is that remark 


able tranfaction which happened on the eroſs, recorded 


Luke xxiti. 3044. And one of the malefüctors, 


« which were hanged, railed on him, faying, If thou 


„be Chriſt, fave thyſelf and us: But the other an- 


« fwering, rebuked him, ſaying, Doſt not thou fear 
4 Gop, ſeeing thou art in the fan 
„ And we indeed juſtiy; for we receive the due re- 

= ward of our deeds: but this man hath donenothi 


„ amiſs. And he ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, remember 


2 


e 
jeſus faid unto him, Verily1 fay nen 
« ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.” In this hiſtory 


126 o# 


ve ſee the true nature of grace in 1 its freedom and ſo- 


vertignty, as ſtated by Paul, Rom. xi. 5, 6. No works, 


either negatively or poſitively good, had this man to 
recommend him: His tranſgreſſons were great, and 


they were long continued in, and highly aggravated, 
for he had * been joining withs the: —— rail- 


* „ 
"ng 5 2 
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„ city of Sidon, 


condemnation? 


thou comeſt into thy kingdom, And 
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neſs r ert But here G0 's "ho 
grace * ere as havin den xeErc) hom he will; 
of two ſinners hotly ripe for detructlon, he faves” 
one and leaves the Nys 1 'ought we ee 0 5 
1 „ SE TRA Gr, # 
. 7*Fhereis berg ald ſet before us the true fo SON 3 
of hope to the guilty, and we perceive; in an approven 
example in real Re; how tlie mind of 4 finner is cxer= 
ciſcd when he believes the goſpel. This man's hope 
eduld not be founded either on any good deeds done 
him, or on any good reſolves for the time to come 1 
He had nothing about bimſelf to think of, but an ill-- 
ſpent life, iſſuing in a miſerable and ſhameful death, 
as the duc reward of his deeds. He Tpoke of no 
| difference between him and chis fellow tranſgreſſor; ' 4 
ing ſtrück bis mind but the infinite Solf be- 
tween him che vileſt of finners, and that perfeck 
Pattern of righteo ſneſs in whoſe company he ſuffer- 
ed: Neither was he; in order to his obtaining mercy, 
| anxious to have his guilt leſſened, and ſome change 
ht upon his heart, to diſtinguiſh” him from bis. 
| wickedcompanion; and render him more deſerving of 
the favour of Ixsus. His perſuaſion was, that Jeſus was 
able to fave him guilty: as he was; and upon this perſus- 
fion his prayer proceeds. His confidence was paced en- 
tirely in what was without him, even in the truth con- 
tained in theſe words, This man bath done nothing amiſi. 
Implying his belief that Jeſus was indeed the 8on of” | 
Gov, the King of Iſrael : That be was ſuffering the 
dan One, in the room of the u njuſt, and was in this 
ry way going to take poſſeſſion 1 his kingdom: In 
this © fel, e — to him bis dying requeſt about 
the'moſt momentous of all concerns, ſaying, Lord, 
remember me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. Thus 
acknowledging him as the Lox bp of heaven and earth; 
'._ as the hearer of prayer, and/alinighty to fare: And: - 
"4 well. ſy: e N racious e W e % 
5 | N kbis 
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6815 Matth. vii. * 
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ch inge my place. Wag: rg — „ * nge . — ro- 
quired no leſs power than that of che Almig! y to pro- 
duese: For we ſer the power exerted in turning a 
ſinner from darkneſs to ſight is likened to the mani- 
feſtation of it in the reſurrection of Cinis r from the. 
dead, Eph, i. 19, 30. and to the display gf divine 
power in the works of creation, 2 Cor. IE) Oo: inf * 1 
It may now perhaps be aſked; How is a anner to 
55 know that he himſelf js Tu nee goſpel? Vene : 
| * 1 woul d 1 RE Th, of OF 


wn. e noticed 5 . - 


n E of 3 
a i it. No ia Slade ariſes rom the 
conviction of * for. Ixzvs has made compſety gtons- 3 
ring i none from the righteous charadigr.of Goo, for - | 
de is yu}, and the juſtifier of the e 7 
 objeGion. can ariſe from a doubt about the .golpel | 
reaching any man's partienlar caſe, far it it preap 
s every creature; and no bar can occur, ęither 
being left in the dark, about the way in Which men are 
intereſted; in it, or from. ſomething arduous bein 7 
quired. of the finner, er he * fa belicveth ball 

* | ee, het | TTY a LO 411% C432 Bs ob. 


In this declaration, 
the goſpel is brought very nigh un and when 
we conſidet, that this is the declaration of the faithful 
and true witgeſs, it ſurely. gives ample. grund for the 
molt, unlimited „ in God for gut own ſalva- 
tion. * The righteouſneſs. Which is of faigh lppokerd. 
„eon this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who-thall 
“ aſcend: into heayen that is, to bring Cngier 
down; or, Who ſhall deſcend into the deep? that 
8. to bring up CH 8 1$T agai from the dead.” And 
thus prohibits the anxious enquiries, which have been Re | 
as e anſwered by * ebene Wee what 
men 


"i 


' 


men are to do, and how they ur -exerciſed; i 
order to obtain an intereſt-in — It alſo expreſs. 
ly Ueclares, that if thou ſhalt conſeſs with thy mouth 88 
be the Lon Jxsus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart 
e that Gop hath gore him from the dead, thou 
e fſhalt be ſaved.“ in proof of this it is added, 
For the 3 — Whoſoever believeth in 
0 hint ſhall not be aſhamed; for there is no difference 5 
between the Jew and the Greek, for the ſame 
„ Lok p over all, is rich unto all that call upon 
vin rc: owt pits art Gre drier en 
The word of Gov": ave! that vhs” blood of I 
HRT purges the conſcience (6): That is, when 
the teſtimony concerning it ſtands there as true. 
Purging the:confcience is juſt, in other words, taking 
away the fear of puniſhment, and giving the ſenſe of 
ttemiſſion :: Thus Paul, ſpeaking of the inefficacy of 
ſtthe legal ſacrifices, fays, For then would they not 
< Have eaſed do be offered? becauſe that the wor- 
1 ſtippers once purged; ſhould have had nor more 
. corifcience/'of ſins (9 e ONNSSOR eee 
II à believer was to remain totally ignordiit whe. | 
ther ot not he was crediting the g "teſtimony, | 
his conſeienee ſurely could not be purged, for it is the 
truth of God, that he that believeth not ſhall be damneu; 
and if he cannot be at all - conſcious that he believes, 
till he has been for ſome time engaged in CAI 's 
1 ſervice, his conſcience in this way could not be ſaid 
do be purged by che blood of Jeſus, but by his oon 
=_ work; Lac ey n ar" 6 1" erg bor 2s 


the bine. of good diſpoſitions: And thus the goſpel 
would be effectually converted into a Phariſaical 


ſehbeme, But all works really good muſt proceed 
from à cotiſcience. purified by the truth: 'The end 
of the commandment is charity, out of a 
© heart, and a LE er confcience; ànd faith unfeign- 


"= oc ed * And “ che blood of CRI purges the 
N | | 7 n Ms iy 0 i TE! 4 $5 OI; * „ Waere x 7 
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« conſcience from. dead. works to ferye. the living 
Y 66 .Gop. 1 $1 nens 6 34.4330 ne, 8 
1 ien 8 e remiſſion i in 

believing the 2 the reaſoning; of 'the; apoſtle in 


the above cited paſſage, would not be concluſive; 
for thus it runs.in. its.conneRtion, © For if the bleod 
of bulls. and of goats, and the aſhes of an heifer 
6 2 the unclean, ſanctiſieth to the purifying 
of the fleſn; how) much more ſhall: the blood orf 
Chriſt, who through the eternal Spirit offered him- 
&« ; fel without ſpot to Gon, purge your conſcience 
“ from dead works to ſerve the living, God (a)? 
The apoſtle: declares, that the blood of Ch xis know 
in the conſcience, is much more effectual to give 
peace, and. the ſenſe of remiſſion, than was the blood 97 
of bulls and goats to purify-old Iſrael from their carnal 
| pollutions, or ceremonial uncleanneſs; but. ſurely 
this would not appear, if a believer did not know his 
intereſt in the atonement. How can peace of con- 
ſcience, be enjoyed by any man who is convinced of 
fin, and does not know that his iniquities are for- 
iven ? Is there any. thing that can.,or-ought to eaſe 
1-4 mind, while he confeſſes himſelf at the greateſt 
uncertainty whether eternal life or endleſs, miſery ſhall 
be his portion? rad nt 37 Nod T6 $Hj5: 9 
In every caſe whatever, 3 mind is imme: 
diately conſcious of receiving or re) a report: 
The ſame evidence that convinces of a truth, muſt at 
ſame time convince us that we eſteem it true; and 
thus our ſenſe of believing any truth, muſt juſt he in 
proportion to its evidenee, and the degree gf eredit 
. we give it. And ſhall we ſay that the teſtimony of 
Go who cannot lie, upon the moſt important ſubje& 
that ever reached the cars of man, ſhall be the only 
exception to this rule? Far be it! Nothing but the 
unbelief of the heart of man ſtands in the way of 
the molt aſſured confidence in the goſpel teſtimony. 
In ſupport of what has been already ſaid; I would 
| obſerve, that the-firſt Chriſtians rejoiced. Ih the. view 5 
v7 Coop e Ex on Do. 
(a) Heb. ; Is, 13, 14. = 8 . 
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and alfo the ordinance of the Lord's fu 
_, firſt churches weekly obſerved, is ſurely intended only 
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bs * ic was 


e, for ihn Je not oY The fands to 
2 ee de I- maintein, hat d nner is 9 — to believe the 


ca he bg 
_ repre 7 


al be Fave. I hold, that no man can be pe 


K * 


6f falvation by the truth, and were called 
when they firſt believed, and before they 
tized, to confeſs theit falt in it; which they e | 
could not have done without hypoeriſy, if they had not 
been conſeious that they really believed the 9 20 
per, which t 


for thoſe who in me meaſure have the knowledge of 
Chriſt having died for them; for thus the Maſter of 


the feaſt addreſſes his friends m hut ordinance, This 


* ig my body Which is giv iven for you ? This cup is the 
2 ena in my bt 


6d; which is ſhe for 7rw (8); 
I mean not however to tay, that all Chriſtians enjoy 
the full affuranice of hope; for though there is ample 
ground for it in the goſpel teſtimony, yet remaining 
ndenef, and wenge of walk, in o far as*they 
v i muſt damp their hope, and produce in ſome 
nkafute che ſpirit of bondage and feaf , 
410. 1 would therefote have ir careful y noticed, that no 
1 the comfort of the golpel, except m 
entance, and continued libra | 
1 Js vs for p zardon : : 0 As When we 
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0 Aa. . 36, ce. 154 (9) 4665, 7. Lake xa tg; 20 


4 th. > perfor .att onde rin what 3 is written 
"ive, Jong ce 7 oo 20 1 18 gh. to believe; 
yet Lam williv{x Ld be fnderfiood the moſt ſuperficial reader. 
++ do. not ikintath that a Runer is called to beheve that Chriſt is 


2 by putting forth a certain ſtrange act of the mind, called the 


at . in the courſe 


| 2 Neithe 
£ pel, to 21 . Serfoation, ear | 


wa ou which, that hecomes true, 
N the faith of the | o- 
loved me 2 av, 


& Koffer 


6 inge: vis, That, Se, 3 s | that/im bir 

| wh 1 thi 
15 aded, that Chriſt 

died for him in particular, bot by being fully affured, chat He be- 

lieves the goſpel: This a man muſt be in a great meaſure eonſci- 

ous of 8 be believes ; and he is more andy more Geng wk it, 


e atonen 
is reſurrettion : . "And that 


. as he goes on loving and — nn. mn 10 $71 
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diſciples before he ſuffered, while he omitted 
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Lom with inte q Hd 100 PI” grace, en 


= asus, £0 obtain mercy, that we continue to 
rt ſprinkled from an, evil ee a 
e can any man retain the joy 1 5 | 
mis walking in diſobedience ;- ke 5 ST, n 
that memorable diſcourſe which he beld with hig 


thing that could fill their hearts with j gt en 
alſo this important truth upon them in - moſt point. 


ed terms, well knowing the ſtrange and awful dec 
ceits of the heart of man. In anſwer to the queſ- 


= tion 8 Judas, <* Lonn, bow is it that thou 


„ and we 


youỹů 


thall-abide f in my Ae even 


4 abide in his love. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto 


2 you, that 


* Saviour Jeſus Christ (a), ù declares, that by gie 
* . a Bethe virtue, vx. ws 
* temperance, patience, godlineſs, drothefly Kind- 
neſs, and charity ;” 1 as 

be in them and Beba 
& barren not unfruitful in th. 


ght remain in you, and that 
ur joy might be full (c).“ Thus alſo Peter, 


witli e e d d eee ind s, 


© with he apoſtles in the righteenſneſt of their, Ce nt 


that theſe things might 


knowledge of their 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt” But, (adds he), „ He that 


* e theſe e 18 Vlind, a 2 cannot * afar 


pL, =. 
© Hed. i "ON 2 and chap. ove 25. e 
5) Jobn xiv. 28, 23, 206. 5 Oh 4 4 
J John xv, 10, 11. „„ 


2 Peter firſt Chaper, | | 1 2. 
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thyſelf unto us, and not unto the "7, 
« world?? the ſays, If a man love me, he will keep 
% my words; and my Father will loye; in ve 3 
„will come unte him, and. make ohr abode, M 

„ him. The Comforter, Which is the Holy Spirit, - 
„ whom the Father will ſend in my name, he ſhall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to 
„ remembrance, whatſocyer I have faid-unto-you(b)/* 
He alſo ſays in that ſame diſcourſe, If ye keep my 
* cammandments, ye DE 
* as I have kept my Father's commandments, and 


„ ſhould be neither _ 


„ 23 
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1 . aud hach forgo t he was purgec 
5 his old ſins. 4 1 e. le 2:4 el a9” 
Thus it is evident, bl eee all | 
Him heart follow after holineſs, cannot retain wing 74 
which the ſimple truth beſtows upon the guilty: He 
beromes dark in his mind again, about the ground of 
53 and: forfeits the ſenſe of remiſſion. in his conſci- 
A ieee loſes the eee ee 
goſpel being true, by ceaſing; to feel its power 
upon his on mind: wed ih faith in it muſt of conſe - 
© Huence be weakened, his conſcience deſiled, and him- 
\ ſelf in à fair way of total! acy ; whatever high 
ſwelling words he may have about grace, and the | 
1 of the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. 
It is neceſſary here alſo to remember, that the New 
Teſtament always ſtates the good works of Chriſtians 
"oy molt infallible and certain evidence to their 
own conſciences, that their faith is indeed unfeigned, 
| andtheir joys not thoſe of the hypocrite. Paul, writ- 
ing to the Hebrews, ſtates the ſelf-denied works of 
dove as! the better things that accompany ſalya- 
, tion (a)) in diſtinction from the enlightening and 
comforting influences of the Spirit, which men have 


when they firſt believe, and which in ſome reſpects 


are common to thoſe who continue to the end; and 
thoſe who fall away. While the ſcriptures ſet forth in 
general, “ that hereby we do know that we know 
him ik we ker his ere eee ON b 0 that 


Chriſtian dury, et we- -wike; our calling 

i ſure (c). 80 in a peculiar manner, 

dhe love of the brethren is ſtated as an evidence that 
ve have obeyed the truth through the Spirit: And ſo 
Jobn i in an epiſtle, the chief — of which was, 
to aſſure them that believed on the Son of God, tbat they 
had eternal life (d), thus deſcribes the way they were 


to know this, We know that we have paſſed from 
8 ee unto ae nm we pe the ane he 
| Ai n 8 that . 


95 1 Heb, vi. 9. | (27 2 Peter . 10. 


181 1 John ii. a LEO 1 John v. 13. 


20 a „ 0 ack in decks Whas 
«© ſoever hateth his brother is a murderer; and ve 


„ know that no murderer hath ęternal life er. 4 in 1 J 


* him. Hereby perceive woe the love af Gn 
« he laid down his life for us, and we ought 
„ down our ————ů — N 
4 this world's e bs ator have need, 

and ſhutteth up his bowels af c compaſſion from him 


. — — —˙˖é— 
children, let 1 — neither in tun gurt 


*:\but-in deed and in truth; and hereby we know 
that we are of the v 
* before him: for if our bearticondemtiins;; Go 6 
<« greater than our heart, and knoweth all 


ch, and hall àflure our hearts 


* beloved, if our heart condemn us not, hams hive el 


confidence towards Go (a“. © nit omirgs bot 
Tho“ the word of Go does not ſpeak al e 


. they firlt believe, as in a ſtate of painful anxiety 1 - | 
about their ſalvation; which would be inconſiſtent with — 
a joyful hope; yet it muſt be ſaid, thavitheir:hope'and = | 


dim 


joy are increaſed, when they are heartily! engage 
the work and labour of love. While they thus walk ifi 


the fear of the Lonp, they alſo: walk in the comfort of 


the Holy Spirit, who never fails to bar Mineſs tothe 
ö Wee charity. And it will be firmly maintained _ 
by all the true fearers of God, that hate ver a man may 
profeſs to have known about the joy of the truth, and 
whatever ſtrong affurance he may boaſt of, if he can 
live in the negle& of -Cur1sT's commintments, ff 
(not to ſpeak of groſs crimes), he can indulge a luke: 
warm ſpirit towards the brethren, an unſorgtuing temper = 
to bis g enemy. or be unte be es. a es 
in the abundance of the things that bie poſſeſſes," he ha 
no reaſon to conclude that he is a believer of the goſpel 
of Chriſt ; for 5 he that ſaith, I Know him, and 
* keepeth not his commandments, is n ne 5 
truth ĩs not in him (3). “ 5 
Such a perſon, if he confults the ſoriprares of truth, | 
will: find, that Ei of e any e to "I 
| me nt 


(1 Js u 0 WO] 1 15e . % 
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ever. Men may: flatter; themſelves in their own-eyes, 


"Toll; 
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ae that he 1 Fer gurabec 8 
_ given him, that unleſs he repents, he will geriſt for 


but the verdict of the Gon of heaven is this, „He that 
loyeth not his brother abidethi in death N H ye 
Seer not men their. treſpaſſes, neither will your 
«Father forgive your treſpaſſes (h. „ ads „K 
Ahe Bre aſter the ficſh, ye hall die (c).“ Theſe are 
ide trur ſayings of Gopz and, being evidently: ad- 
Areſſed to believers of the truth, they not only cut up 
by tlie roots the prefumptuous hopes of hypocrites and 
leif.deteivers, but alſo move the diſciples of CHRIT 
rer when ly v ern eee * ol the 
Lene enn | "RI: 3% 21:63 05.7 Liang 
= 728911 $16 i.$; © wort) A bine 4 
now make ee ee the eture 
r ee eee ene o 
C V 
We ese that che ee men capoſed:on. 7 
ee of their ſins to the wrath of God, but upon men 
An this ſituation it confers fret remiſſion, declaring, 4 Be 
it knoun unto you, therefore, men and hrethren, 
that through this man is preached unto o the for- 
8 of ſins; and by him all that believe arr 
e from all thin _ which ye could not be 
juſtiſied by the law of Make (9) Te 2 nected with 
4 |; * ſalvation from wrath; for it is written, 


Much more then being now juſtified by his blood, 


& wer ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him («).” 
And alſo eternal life, © That being juſtified by his 
de gruce, weſhould be made heirs according to the 
Rope of eternal life (). Which agrees with the 


Words of Gunlef himſelf, „ Gon fo loved the world, 
that he gave bie only begotten Son, that; whoſoever 


d. believers r ſhoule We pa dot Ae erer 


ieee N de Nun 

a e n 519 an 11s 
09 1 Jahn i iii. wa 0 "oa $6445 4771 
42) a. Yi. Fox. Titus iii. 7. 
21 om. viii. 13. i ) John i I. 16. | 
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- We alſo obſerved; chat the golpel found men ere. 


mies to Gon in their minds, by * works. 


As ſin is that which is highly diſhonouring, and per | 


| culialy diſpleafing to Gon, and that alſo which is the 
ſource of 3 and miſery to men, it was the 
2 deſign and purpoſe of Gop to deliver his re- 
med from their iniquities: Thus Paul writing to 
the Epheſians, of the ſovereign election of Gap, — * 


of the grand end of it, in this way, * Blefſed be 6 0 5 $ 


* God and Father of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, Who 


+ hath blefled us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in ane if 


« ly places in Chriſt, according: as he hath: choſen; us 


_ © in him before the foundation of the world, that wet ³ 
& ſhould be holy and without blame before him in 


love fa). And in his epiſtle to the Romans he ſays, 
* For whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſti- 


* nate, to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
* that he might. he the firſt- born e e Re- 


. thren (8)? T $3442.55 28. 
In the ſame 3 wk this 3 countel. af Gam: 


"x / 4 


1 are the · promiſes of the New Covenant, Rchold the 


« days come, faith the Lon p, that I will make a new 
-< covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe 
Jof Judah; not according to the covenant that I made 

with their fathers, in the day that I took. them by 
the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, 

« hich my covenant they brake, although I was a 

« huſband unto them, faith the Lord: But this ſhall 
be the covenant that I will make with the houſe of 


& Iſracl, after thoſe days, faith the Lok Dy I will put | 


„ my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 


* hearts, and will be their Gob, and they ſhall, be 
_ <. my people. And they ſhall teach no more every 


„ man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
* ſaying, Know the Lox, for they ſhall all know me, 
© from the leaſt of them unto. the greateſt of them, 5 


< faith the Lord (c). 


In conformity to this purpoſe, and theſe promiſes 78 
Wen 


of 


=o! Eph. i 1. 3. 4. 33 © Jer. xxxi. 37. „ 
13) Rom. viii. 29. Heb. viii. 3.— 1. 252 


2 
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os of the new. covenant, CNRT ea kis bil, 4 
to ſave his people from the puniſbment, but allo. from 
power of their fins. Ae gave himſelf for us, 
«< that he might redeem us from Al miquiry, and pu- 
« rify unto himſelf a peculiar. :opic, zealous * 
% works „ 33 
We often ſee defcribed the change which the goſp 
by the power of the holy Spirit, makes upon the he 
of men. Paul writin to Titus, contraſts the former and 
preſent ſtates of Chriſtians, in theſe words, We ours 
& ſelves alſo were, ſometimes fooliſh, difobedient, de- 
«. ceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, Rvinglin 
. malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another: 
But after that the kindneſs and love of Gop our 
Saviour towards men appeared, not by works of 
*, righteouſneſs which we have done, but nocording 
to his mercy he fayed us, by the waſhing of r 
4 ration, and renewing of. the holy Spirit, which he 
„ ſhed on us abundantly, through EsUSs CHRIST our 
4 Saviour(6).” Thus, ſo Gap is id from being true, that 
the doctfine of grace is ineonſiſtent with holineſs and 
good works, that on the eontrary men are faved. by 
grace from the enmity of their hearts, and by ſove- 
reign. are made holy, and enabled to ſhew forth 
God's e. They are a choſen generation, ar pat 
« prieſthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, that 
they ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of bim who hath 
« called them. out of darkneſs into his melons 
« Jight (e). 
As holineſs is part, and a great part of chat . 
ben conferred by che belief of the truth, it is the teſ- 
timony ef the faithful Gon, that 4 without it no man 
« thall fee the Lonpy (d).“ It is as abſurd to dream 
| of eternal life without holineſs, as to expect to enjoy 
it with our ſins unforgiven; and by holineſs I mean, 
net merely devotional duties, or outward ſtrictneſs of 
conduct, (though both of theſe are included in it;) 
| but the | cope ſentiments no behaviour being regu- 
1 4 lated” 
6 Tu. it „ 9 
60 Tit. ili. „—7. . Heb. ib 14 


lated by the law of Crier, even in the REI s moſt 
_ contrary to fleſh and blood, and moſt a to the 
| —_— Arteſt and moſt net W 
the day 
"The way'ef conformit to Jrsvs cuir; is always 
ſtated in the New Teſtament as the narrow way 
to eternal life. Paul writing to the delieving Romans 
ſays, © But now being made free from fin, and be- 
come ſervants to Gop, ye have your fruit unto ho- 

4 lineſs, and the end eve lating l life (a).“ And alſo, 
«If ye bye after the fleſh, ” wall die; but if ye 
« hen h the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
« FE ſhalt live 05 And when writing to the. Gala- 
5 churches, . the duty of liberality, now title 
underſtood by moſt modern beofcofſocs of holineſs, be 
thus addrefles them, „Let him that is taught in the 
« word, communicate unto him that teacheth, in all 

 « good things; Be not deceived, Gop is not mock- 
* ed; for whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo 
* reap; for he that ſoweth to his Aeſh, mall of the 
« fleſh rea = corruption ; but he that ſoweth to the 
Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap life everlaſting: And 
let us not be weary in well-doing, for in due ſeaſon 
4 we ſhall reap, if we faint not. As we have there- 
« fore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, e- 
'® ſpecially unto them who are of the Wen of ö 
” . e N e 


. Nothing « can « be farther” from my iert og, 3 to . 
any ſtigma on deyation, and a ftri& adherence to the duties of 855 | 
Chriſtian life; I wiſh moſt earneſtly to plead the cauſe of true de- 

votion, practical godlineſs, and a conſcientious regard to all the com- 
mandments of Jeſus Chriſt : byt it is too evident, that the right® 

oufneſs of many, who ſpeak much of the peceſſity of bolineſs, does 
not exceed the righteouſneſs of © the ſeribes and Phariſees ; and that 
little attention is paid by them to the holineſs of the truth ; fee - 

ing they can freely indulge themſelves in covetouſneis, and a 
unmerciful' ſpirit, are no way diſtinguiſned by their love to h 

the truth, and the brethren for its ſake, and appear by no means 
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1 the a: thelatday | 
by their works; and by ſuch works as are now little 
thought of, even by. their work and labour of love, 
ſhewn to CHRIST's name, in acts of kindneſs done to 
his people for his ſake. The Son of man ſhall then 
paſs ſentence upon the profeſſors of his name, in the 


following terms“: Then ſhall the King ſay unto 


5 them on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 


1139 the foundation of the world; for I was an hunger 


ed, and ye gave me meat; * was thirſty, and ye 


gave me drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me 


in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was fick, and ye 
« viſited me; I was in priſon, and ye came unta 
«< me.” And to the queſtion, -< When ſaw we 
« thee? Kc. c The King ſhall anfoor; and ſay unto 
« them, Verily I ſay, unto you, inaſmuch as, ye have 


done it unto, one of the leaſt, of theſe my brethren, 
. ye have done it unto me, Then ſhall he ſay alſo to 


them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, 


into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his 


angels; for IL was an hungred, and ye gave me no 
meat z. I was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; I 


„ was a ſtranger, and ye took me not in; naked, ; 
© and ye. clothed, me not; fick, and in priſon, 


and ye 2 1253 me not.“ And to the queſtion, 


„When ſaw we thee? &c,” ſhall he anſwer them, 
ſaying, Verily I fay unto you, inaſmuch as ye did it 
not 5 one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to 


me (a),? 
As Jxsus Curr in that day ſhall give an impartial 


1 repreſentation of what now takes place upon earth, 


o man has any reaſon to think that he ſhall be 


| es to the Huge, who is not loving the 


VV brethren 


n ee that the 8 approves of in that 3 
kindnefſes done to Chriſt's brethren, and that becauſe they belong 
to him. It would be well, if the "advocates for the merit of -_ 
works would examine if they have ay of cheſe · e 


(e) Matth. xv. 31. to the end. | 


TTA 1 e 


ecauſe they belong to mim, and 
tine" them good as he has opportunitt ,., 
I would only further obſerve, that all acceptable 


alf Chriſt 


holineſs muſt proceed from the belief of the ttuth. 80 
Paul fays to the Epheſians, © Put on the new many 


« which after Gop i is created in the righteouſneſs and 
4 holineſs of the truth (a):? (For ſo the words ought 8 
to be rendered: ) And this correſponds with the age 2 


of CHRIST, & Sanctify a en, thy trut th 
word is truth (6). ©. - * K 


In the truth alone we can diſcern motives to Pe us 


to repentance for our fins, to fill us with love to GoDp, 
and make us walk in his fear; for in that truth we 
behold the moſt aſtoniſhing diſplay of grace and love, 
we there ſee the moſt tremendous manifeſtation of 
| Juſtice, we are made acquainted with the infinite 
malignity of fin, and are aſcertained that ** we-muſt 


all appear before the judgment-ſeat'of Cagisr, that 


* every one may receive the things done in his body, 


© gecording to ou he Hats Doug: whether it be N 


($i or bad C). 5 


"ay 57 
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— Sone this Lattiny 1 buy le e to inſert 5 5 
ee which have been made againſt the doctrine 


contained in it, with anſwers to thoſe n 
ä both were ſent me by a friend. 


— 


* 


z objections, which are with great zeal urged by 
many, againft the doctrine that was taught/t the late 
William Mills, in the faith of which he died. If you 
think they will be of any uſe, they may be publiſhed 
along with the account you mean to give, of this 
doctrine, which is now, as it was in the days of the 
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. 4 1. if de * That hit Aach Noel 1 
* mankind: The moſt reſpeRable moraliſt, differs no- 


thing 
(4) Eph. iv. 24. 0 John xvii. 17. 09 2 Cor. v. 10. 
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apoſtles, every where ſpoken yOu They are as. 
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. thing betet e derte . july con- 
_ «« demned to ſuffer death by the laws of — 


* Thieves and robbers are as good men as thoſe w 


are ſober, juſt, and temperate. Can any thing be | 


% more abſard than this? Is it not equally oppoſite to 
the plaineſt declarations of ſcripture, and to all the 
* principtcs of reaſon, juſtice, and humanity ?? ꝰ 

* I believe it is as far from your intention as it is 


7 from mige, to leſſen the crimes of any; and I am 


decidedly of opinion that all men are not equally 
< ſinful; there are ſome who © have ſold themſelves 
to commit iniquity, whoſe conſciences are ſcared as 
e with a hot iron, and who work all uncleanneſs 
with greedineſs,” Crimes which are hurtful to ſo- 
© ciety require to be puniſhed; and thoſe who fuffer 
as murderers, thieves, and evil-doers, muſt of ne- 
« ceſſity appear more ſinful in the eyes of men, than 
the ſober and decent part of mankind. They are 
« alſo criminal in the ſight of Gon, in exact propor- 
tion to the juſt demerit of their evil deeds ; The 
* moſt ſpecious acts of injuſtice and oppreſſion, which 
N ind! in general practiſe with impunity; ſuch as, 
going Gent, and defrauding one another in their 
5 . ſhall not eſcape his notice, for he is the 
* avenger of all who are thus defrauded (a). Theft 
cis a great crime in his account, for < the unrighte- 
“ ous, thieves, and covetous, ſhall not inherit the 
kingdom of God OR But above all, 4 murder er 
© is expoſed to the vengeance of the Almighty ; for 
While his law, as it reſpected human ſociety in the 
: kingdom. of lirael, required only reſtitution from a 
© thief, it declared, in the moſt expreſs terms, *:Yc- 
* ſhall take no ſatisfaction for the life of a murderer, 
f* who is guilty of death; but he ſhall be kae put 
to death (c).“ 
© There is evidently, therefore; 1 in Gov? 8 account, 
* a difference i in the demerit of crimes, both as com- 


iP mited n! 1 and l our fellow men. 
BY = This 


6 x Tbeſf. dv. 6. 
| {6 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. 


© Numbers xxxv. *. 
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05 This | is ne implied in the doftine we con- 
tend for: Do we not farm that there are in⸗ 
© ſtances, particularly noted in the ſcriptures, of te 
« wvileft ſinners being ſaved e. =_ of Cod? ant ' - 
; oe e grace could not | 

appear in all the luſtre of its e freedom, 
and ſovereignty, if it did not fave thoſe, who are 
both in his account and ours, more heinous tranſ- 
* oreffors than their fellow men, and deſe rve to de ac- 
counted the chief of finners? © | 

Let men often judge, not NN "Pe to truth, | 

when they determine, who are the greateſt fairy 

in the fight of Gop. This depends upon a variety 

of circumſtances, of which no cognizance 1s taken 

by human laws; ſuch as, the motives of their hearts, 

which God alone can fully know, the opportunities WE. 

they have had of being inſtructed, and the peculiar r 

* temptations to which they were expoſed.” + SA. 
rate, when this is poſſible, it requires more attention 
6 to the word of Goo, _ rege le are diſpoſed 
„ e for the e | 

guided more by caprice "and ig: than by that 
unerring ſtandard, in judging of the true demerit 
© of crimes. It is not uncommon, for inſtance, to 
ſee blaſphemers and adulterers, joining in the gene- 
ral ery againſt thieves and robbers, inſulting them, 
© and loading them with reproach and infamy ; while 

they do not conſider, that their own-crimes are more 
highly aggravated in the ſight of Gon, being ſuch _ 
as ſhe commanded to be puniſhed with death in ” 

| : kingdom of Iſrael (a). 
While then it is acknowledged, that fame: ae 0 

greater ſinners than others, this is no objection to 
the doctrine of the ſcripture, which repreſents all % 
men, as involved by nature, in one condemnation,  _ 
and therefore equally needing that ſalvation, which 3 
comes freely to the vile and worthleſs, through the 
blood of CHRIST. See Roni. iii. Eph. ii. All are 
8 equally * of any juſt elaim to the divine fſa- 
, 
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(a) "4g xxiv. 16. and * xx. 10. 


5 LETTER I. . 
" < your, for * all have ſinned, and Ae dort of ae 
lory of Gop (a).“ The Pfalmiſt ſays, If thou, 
2 oRD, ſhouldſt mark iniquity, O Lokb, who ſhall 
< ſtand (6)?” Thoſe who ſhall not ſtand, when he 
marks iniquity, are not merely, ſuch as may be 
reckoned, in compariſon of others, ungodly and 
* profane, but all who have committed ſm ; for it 
is not ſaid, If thou ſhouldſt mark great offences; or 
* uncommon and highly aggravated tranſgreſſions, 
© but, If thou ſhouldſt mark iniquity, that is, any fin 
* whatever, who ſhall ſtand? And again, Enter not 
<« into judgment with thy ſervant, for in thy ſight 
4 ſhall nao man living be juſtified (c). Which agrees 
© with the apaſtle's declaration, when treating of the 
. © ſame ſubject, By the deeds of the law there- ſhall 
* no fleſh be juſtified in his fight (d).“ 
Are not all mankind thus placed on a level, in 
© point of juſtification before God? The fame grace 
© that ſaves the moſt profligate wretch FA the — 
is neceſſary to found the hope of thoſe who plume 
© themſelves on their freedom from groſs fins, and 
their comparatively blameleſs characters. 
This will appear ſtill more evident, when it is 
_ © cenfidered, that the ſcriptures repreſent all men, in 
< their natural ſtate, as © enemies unto Gop in their 
mind by wicked works (e);” as * dead in fins (7); 
.. * the ſlaves of ſin (g); free from ri * 
and thus incapable of any thing but fin Ch). The 
. © entnity of the hearts of men againſt Gop and his 
aw is expreſſed in different ways; in ſome, by ſuch 
: a deſire of pleaſures, riches, and honours, as is re- 
p putable enough 1 in the world, but condemned by the 
word of Gop; in others, theſe luſts become ſo pre- 
b valent, as to hurry them on to the commiſſion of 
_© crimes, which bring them to an untimely end: but 
© the root of * evil i is naturally | in the beart * 


67 Rom. 3 iii. 23 | 3 7 Eph. 1 ii. 1, . 

(e) Pal. en. 3. 0 Rae od ̃ͤ ͤ + 
Pfal. exliii. 2. (5) Rom. vi. 20. and chap. . 

(4) Rom. iii. 20. ; ; ; It, ms chap. Ville 75 8. | 


e) Col. i. 21. 
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every man (a0 And no one is prevented Gown the 
< moſt daring acts of wickedneſs, by the love of God, 
or a deſire to glorify his name, till he is made to 
underſtand this joyful truth, that Gop is juſt, and 


£., 


the juſtifier of 2 — that believeth in JIxsus; for > 


<. thus alone is the enmity of the heart deſtroyed. _ 


ad, Another objection is, This doQrine leads to a 


& licentiouſneſs: Profane ſinners will be hardened in 


dee their guilt, by preſuming that they may ſin with 


< impunity ; for they are taught to imagine, that they 
have as good a chance for heaven, as thoſe who are 
& virtuous and ſober. Whatever courſe of life they 


«- purſue, they will be happy when they come to die, 


“ for, according to this doctrine, the grace of Gon 


“ig free to the worſt of miankind; and is even mag- 


<< nified in proportion to the greatneſs of their guilt.” 
© This objection is as old as the days of the apoſtles, 
for ſome affirmed that they ſaid, Let us do evil that 
god may come (b). An awtul reply is made to this, 
© Whoſe damnation, ſays Paul, is juſt ; eden that thoſe 
© who drew ſuch concluſions from the doctrine which 
he taught, expoſed themſelves to the utmoſt danger. 


He, nevertheleſs, in that very chapter, and the two 


* following ones, opens up the doctrine of juſtification, 


throꝰ the righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone; . ſets forth 
the grace of God in all its riches, freedom and ſove- 


5 2 He then aſks, © Shall we continue in fin, that 
grace may abound (c) ?” This thought he rejects with 


the utmoſt abhorrence; God forbid. How ſhall 


ve that are dead to ſin, live any longer therein-?(d)” 


elt muſt be allowed indeed, that there were men 


in the days of the apoſtles, © who turned the grace 
of Gobi into laſciviouſneſs; and many ſuch there 


c are ſtill. Of theſe Jude ſpeaks, in language the moſt 


< pointed and ſevere of any that is to be met with in 
© all the word of Gop, es the hatefulneſs of their 
_+- iniquity, and the certain de deſtruction to which they 
were doomed. "mw are the moſt deteſtable of all 
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— Whate rer preteniſ es they may have40 
the ktiowle vf the grace of Go, they are 


| | « ſehted'as © dchying the valy Lord God, and our 
7M Lord Jeſus Chriſt (a). They profeſs that they know | 


„Sea. but in works they deny him, being abomi- 
% nable and diſobedient, and to every good work fe- 
45 probate (9. Profeſſors of the faith, are often re- 
minded, not only of the danger of this, bit ai un- 
fruitfulneſs in the profeſſion of the name of Chriſt (c). 
* Thoſe whom * the grace of God, which bringeth 
a ſalvation, hath not taught, to deny ungodlineſs, and 
* worldly luſts, and to live fob couſly, and 
«godly in this preſent world @),” have the fulleſt rea · 
© ſon to conclude, that they know it not: And even 
: believers themſelves, when they diſobey any. of 
Cunsr's laws, of become lukewarm and inactive, 
- are thus alarmed and rouſed to a ſenſe of their dan- 
5 ger; for no man has any right to eſteem himfelf a 
| 4 Believer ef the goſpel, unleſs he now obeys the com- 
3 * mand ments of the Lord and Saviour, however moch | 
| * he may have formerly appeared to do ſo (e). 
Mien may ſpeculate about the grace of Gon; they 
* may have dil in& and accurate notions of the doc. 
-*trine of juſtification through the righteouſneſs of 
CRI, fo as to enable them to ſpeak fluently up- 
be ke ſubject; and perhaps alſo, boaſt of their en- 
joyments; while they are 1 ignorant of the true 
© pres of Gov, as it gives relief to a guilty conſcience. 
« They never were painted with a ſenſe of guilt, nor 
afraid of the juſt indignation of God; — all 
* Fenin ſounding expreſſions they make utc of about 
grace, have no meaning as to — They ſee not 
* 0 en ons ſtand 1 in need of 1 groeny: and "ie 4 
| enn 
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« yields them no ſalid conſolation, or joyful hope... ITT 
_ © 1s no wonder that the influence of what ſuch men 
+ profeſs'to believe, does not appear in their practice: 
The reaſon is plain, becauſe, whatever.they:may fay _ 
about it, they do not really boliave. Let none there. 
fore impute to the doctrine, that which is diametri. 
_ © cally oppoſite to its nature and tendency, and ariſes 
* ſolely from the corruption 
dun ·˙ w rl} BOSS ef nat 
| © The nature (of that ſalvation which we attribute 
to the riches. af ſonereign merey, is ſuch as to exclude. ' 
the poſſihility uf thoſe: who really enjoy it, being 
* thereby encouraged in the ways of ſin: It does not 
<* merely conſiſt in freedom from condemnation, the 
enjoyment of the favour of Gap, and. eternal glory; 
but deliverance from the power of ſin. is alſo an e. 

s ſential and important branch of this ſalvation. Thoſe 
Who now partake. of that abundant mercy which is 
revealed in the goſpel, were . predeſtinated to be 
4 conſormed to the image: of Jeſus Chriſt (a). They 
are 4% elect, according to the foreknowledge of God 

% the Father, through ſanctification of the Spirit unto 
* obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of . Jeſus 
„ Chriſt (5).“ „ He hath choſen them in Chriſt be- 
4 fore the foundation of the world, that they ſhould 
be holy, and without blame before him in love (c). 
All which pafſages, and many more that might be 
mentioned, evidently ſhow-that the purpoſe of God 
to ſave his people, equally reſpects their deliverance " 

from vrath, and from the power of ſin. FPhis is alſo + 

one of the great promiſes of the ne covenant, I will . 

40 e laws into their mind, and write them in their 

hearts (d).“ And when the Lord God of Iſrael actu- 

ally viſited and redeemed his,peaple, and raiſed up an 

horn of ſalvation for: them in the; houſe of bis ſer- 

vant David; this was one part of his grand deſign, 
that they being delivered out of the hands of their 

enemies, might ſerve him without fear, in e 
| ? * and 
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(e) Ram. viii. 29. (e 3 
(5) 1 Pet. i. 2. (4) Heb, viii. 1. 
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4. an righteouſneſs before him, all the aun of their 
6 * (a).” This is alſo declared to be one of the 
ends of the death of Chriſt, for © He loved his 
4 church, and gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanc- 
c tify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water, by 
e the word, that he might Fa it 8 himſelf a glo- 
& rious church, not — ſpot or wrinkle, or any 
« ſuch thing; but that it ſhould be holy and without 
e blemiſh (6). “. This too is what God intends by 
*-all the bleſlings and privileges which he confers upon. 
© his people, for the reaſon pres why: they are a 
choſen generation, a roya prieſthood, a: holy na- 
4 tion, and a peculiar people, I. is, *. that they ſhould 
4 ſnew forth the praiſes of him who hath called them 
out of darkneſs into his marvellous light ( (c).“ Thus 
Ai it is manifeſt” that the doctrine we maintain, 2 
fall to purify the hearts of all who believe it (4), an 
©: tkead/them/to perfect holineſs in the 71 of God . > 
e that God's 
eternal purpoſe may be fruſtrated, 2 5 his promiſe 
may fail, that Chriſt is dead in vain, and that all the 
< bleſſings which the, Lonp freely beſtows upon his 
bz pftople, with the declared intention to make them 
holy, can only lead them to delight in ſin. If theſe 
fſuppoſitions are profane, the n which leads 
84 *tamhem, muſt be ſo too. 
The doctrine which was declared. to. the poor 
= © criminal; muſt deeply impreſs the hearts of all 4: 
believe it, with the moſt awful view of the malig- 
nity of ſin, and the puniſhment i it deſerves; and is 
+ »that alone, which can furtuſh with ſufficient motives 
ThE to obedience. 

Was ever any ſuch diſplay, given. to men, of the 
* < divine: indignation againſt fin, and the impoſſibility. 
of its paſſing unpumiſhed, as when the Son of God 
hung upon the accurſed tree, and there expiated the 
1 ſins of this: ye ? * it was r for the ſal- 

4 vation 


13 Luke i. 68, 69, 74. 75. (40 Acts xv. 9. 
Yb Eph. v. 35) 26, 27- ' (e) 2 Core vii. 1. 


c) I Pet. Ile 9 
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* vation of „» that the Prince * life ſhould be 
killed (a), that Gop ſhould bruiſe his own Son, pui 
him to 1 and make his ſoul an offering for 
ſin (b), 

4 AY holy Lord God? And muſt not thoſe, who ſee 


« his character thus diſplayed, ſerve him with reve- 


rence and godly fear, es age: our Jo is a 
* conſuming fire (c)? 


pollible: diſplay of the goodneſs and mercy of Gop 
to finners. His love, thus manifeſted, infinitely 


is in this wonderful tranſaction, that we ſee him rich 
in mercy (e). By this it is fully manifeſted, that 


en 


without loving him? Mie lebe him, ſays the apoſtle 


John, becauſe be fieſe loved us (g). The ſtouteſt and 


© moſt, obdurate hearts are thus ſubdued. This we 
know is the caſe even among men. Who would not 


love a kind and diſintereſted benefactor, eſpecially ß 
< if his on conduct had been ſuch as led him to ex- 


pect nothing but reſentment ? ? Much more ſurely 


< will the OE, of ſinners; be filled with love and gra- 


titude to God, when, conſcious” that they, 9 


nothing but wrath and deſtruction, he makes known | 


to them the exceeding riches of his grace, 


all their fins, and filling them with the joyful hope 
of his ſalvation. If we thus love him, we muſt ſurely 


keep his commandments (. We muſt be conſtrain- 


3 the love of Chriſt, t live not unts ourſelves, 8 


. * but unto him that died | for us, and roſe again (i). Thus 
© believers of the goſpel, are beſought by the mercies 
of God, to the performance of every duty (i). They 
«i Etonſider themſelves not their own, but bought with 


40: price 15 and therefore bound to e . . 


in 
'@ Acts lit. 15. 7 18 iv. 8 16. „ 
en ö. ) 1 John iv. 19. 
(e) Heb. xii. 28, 29. 5 John xiv. 15, 21. 
(4) Rom. v. 7,8. 1 2 Cor. v. 14, 18. 
(e) -Eph.u, 4. 0 ey. xi. 1. 
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th not this loudly proclaim that he is the 


© There is allo, in the croſs of G the higheſt | 
tranſcends: all that is to be ſeen among men (d). It 


God is love (J). And is it poſſible to diſcern this, 
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which the goſpel reveals, produces in them the very 


- « thi 
this matter upon the ſureſt footing, 5 He that be- 


VETTER w 


ji Welt bodies, nd" in their Ex 1 0 ; p 
„Geode a | „ 5 Es 0. 

The enkel eſſings they 
*. tained, the forgiveneſs of "thei Porn peace with 
God, the ſpirit of adoption, and deliverance from 


| © all their ſpiritual enemies, muſt deeply impreſs upon 


© their ſouls, a tefub ſenſe of the love of God, and 
lead them to think that they never can do enough 
for Chriſt.” The hope of chat life and immortality 


* ſame effect; for, ſays the Lane John, Every 
man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf, 
even as he is pure (7 And Peter, when affuring 


_ © thoſe to GHG: he wrote, of the coming of the day 


of God, the deſtruction of the world, and perdition 
d, ungodly men, thus improves the ſubj ec, See. 
ing then that all theſe things ſhalt be diffobved; what 
„ manner ef perſons ought OY to be; in all holy con - 
„ verſation and -godlineſs? locking for / and haſting 
unto the coming of the day of God (c). And a- 
gain, ©: Wherefore, beloved, ſeei that 888 for 
< ſuch things, be diligent that ye may'be found of 
* * him in pace, without ſpot, and — (9." : 
Is not this dectrine according do godlineſs'* Doth i 
not powerfully. enforce- upon ThrlRians, every. mo- 
tive that ean fill their fouls with deteſtation of fin, 
© fervent love to God, à fear of offending him, and an 
* - earneſt defire to glorify: His name? ay 
As to that part of the objeQion, which fuppoſts 
A that the doctrine of the grace of God, which levels 
all diſtinctions amor mankind; will harden men in 
« © Whew: guilt, from this eonſideration, that they have 
age I chance for heaven, as thoſe wha are decent 
ber :—L anſwer, The word of God ſpeaks no- 
ng of any having a #hance for heaven, but ſtates 


<< au ſhall be ſaved; he that beheveth not ſhall be 
. e 
(a) 1 Cor. vi. 20. (de) 2Peteri me i 12. 
. (6) Jchn iü. 3. Bu 2 Peter iii. * 
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« d 


+ has been already mentioned, which fully — that 


e couſider none as of the grare therein 
<. revealed; whoſe hearts and. uct are not regu - 
lated thereby: Such perſons, therefbre, have n 
Lenco to continue in that: ſituation, which 


ds to the hope of theit 
+ the. grate of God, his word declares-to all, < New 


6 is the accepted time, ndw is the day of calvation(b)? 
+ The hardtned ſinner, who this day rejects the golpel 
2 ſalvation, may be landed, ere to- morro, in 
23 miſery (e) Where then is the encou- 
iven to delay faith and tepentanoe, in the 


« hope” of 


terwards obtaining them; ſuppoſing: it 


* were palible. for men to do ſo? But the true reaſonn 
* why they do not believe, is becauſe they hate the 


truth; and they repent not, becauſe they love their 
« fins; And muſt not every one, who knows any thing 
ol the word of God, and the workings: of the human 


mind, perceive that this ſituation is totally inconſiſtent 
* with any wiſh, ever to obtain faith and repentance? 


Let none then grudge ſalvation to this poor thicf, 
from an apprehenſion that others will be led, by that 


© which was the ground of his hope and joy, to injure 
* their fellow men; for not only would their 7 5 ; 


ment of this hope produce the very oppoſite e 


< as hath been already ſhown, but 1 is alſo ſuf⸗ 


* ficiently manifeſt, that the moſt 


profane ſinners 


are not eaſily induced. to delieve the fame 
affronted, if it ſhould 


doctrine. Even they 
© be ſuppoſed that they > and in need of free and ſo- 
* vereign mercy ; they too, however fooliſh ĩt may ap- 


pear, muſt haye in thetnſelves a ground of glorying; 


ſo that, in this reſpect, there is no difference be- 
tween them and their decent neighbours: Both arc 
4 2 agreed in oppoſing the grace of God. 
3 At . time, I 2 acknowledge, that there 
#18 


. th Mok tals ad eee Luke xi. 20· 
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amned(a).” The evidence of believing they goſpel 


exdludes them from the kingdom of heaven. And 
being afterwards e | 
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be . 
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Irs, *1 to the of the ee . God.. 
: « thanthoſe who plume themſelves on their freedom. 
oſs ſins, and their outward ſanctity 
</wotion. . ' Theſe laſt are fortified by a religious prin- 
«\<iple, againſt all that can be ſaid to them about 
1 erde mercy, and can ſcarce be brought to al- 
Low that they are ſinners: Whereas the former lie 
open to conviction, and muſt in ſome meaſure be 
< ſenſible, if they think at all, that they are 8 ex- 
e poſed to the vengeance of the A bos 
1 +: Jeſus: ſays to the Phariſces, who friſſted in 2 
Dede they were righteous, and. Gefpiſed others (a), 
*. -Publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
'% you ( The parable of the Publican and Phariſce 
news alſo, how much theſe ſelf-righteous men are 
above being indebted. to mercy, — how. hateful 
LI they are on this account in the fig ht of Gop: wbere- 
as they, ho like the poor ee Publican, 
have nothing to ſay, but God be merciful to me a 
er are juſtiſied, and not the other (% | 
Is it not unreaſonable: in the hi gheſt zree, to 
exelude from the benefit of the * 1 thoſe who are 
_ */acknowledged. by all to Rand. moſt in need of it? 
The outwardly righteous men among the Jews aged 
"I Nc n. ene ne 
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fl bees conſidered this and the fvegoing ice in their 
fulleſt extent, aa they plead the cauſe; of the moſt ſpecious and 
devout oppoſers of the grace of Gop, whoſe conduct in many re- 
ſpecto is able in the eyes of men. The, anſwers will 
therefore apply with ſtill greater force to profane ſwearers, 
drunkatds, unclean perſons, and ſuch like; many of whom, on 
his oocHõ,BEjxſ̃ have Rad effrontery enough to urge the ſame ob- 
Jections. To them it may be fitiy ſaid, Thou art inexcuſable, 
O man, whoſoever: thou att that judgeſt; for wherein thou 
.< judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thyſelf, for thou that judgeſt 


"+ doſt-the ſame things,” by, "(kings as manifeſtly excluding 
from the kingdom — 8 e en Tore hk he judg- 
| ment 
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 tidings of falvation > They gave him. this/ . ava 
term yo; reprofch, '@ friend 4 5 — and ſinnerr, 
aud often complained that he kept company with 

© ſuch perſons, and even cat and drunk with them. 


He owned the charge, but he gloried in it; and Il 


perſiſted in ſhowing compaſſion to the moſt vileand 
_* worthleſs; ſaying, The San of man is come to 
« ſeek and to fave that which was loſt (4),” They 
t that arè whole need not a phyſician, but they that - 
are fick; I came not to call the righteous, but ſiu- 
« ners to repentance (6).” The very intention of - 
© his coming into the world was to fave ſinners, which 
would have been entirely fruſtrated, if fuch had mot. 
. © been called to repentance. + Happy is it for ſinners, 
that, while thus excluded from mercy by their-fet- 
low men, the Lord of heaven and earth hath openty 
* acknowledged himſelf their friend, abafing the pride 
of thoſe who glory in their own worth, and con- 
= demning all who grudge ſalvation to the very worſt 
© of men. It hath pleaſed: him thus-to: magnify'the 
* riches of his grace, and who: can hon th unto: kim, | 
» I bat dog thou? © 1 Halt 

34d. © There is ſtill Abe dbjefiied: of equal im- 
portance with any of the former, and that is, Vou 
* make no account of repentance, contrition and 

«« godly forrow on account of fin, and lead people to 
« think lightly: of devotional exerciſes; for whatever 
you may fay about theſe things, the ſtrongeſt in- 

« citement to them is ee an when 


« a 
8B 1 464 7. 9, 18. 1 8 
b) Matth.! iz. 10, 17, e [Lake 5. 8% | Ns 2 
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% ment of Gos is r to truth, againſt ther Br comm 
* ſuch things. And thinkeſt thou this, O man, that ; 
ce them, who do ſuch things, and doſt the ſame, that thou f 


* efcape the judgment of Gon? Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of 
* kin op goodneſs, and forbearance, and long-ſufferingz not know 
ing that the goodneſs of Gon I leadeth thee to repentance ? But 
« after thy hardneſs and impenitent-hedrt, treaſureſt up unte 
4% thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, aud revelation of the 
„ rightedu judgment of Cop,  wlis-will - render to ev may 

2 . to * ” Rom ii. * 


- 
P ² 1 wn EP es ne AE oe 


—— 


„„ „„ 3 


” : * 
D — 
3 ® 


A 


12 


0 


666 LETTER u. 


ſalration is made to depend entirely upon the 
„ finiſded work of Chriſt, and no place is given to 
«theſe exerciſcs, as forming + any part of a. finner 


all che attempts 


8 3 


a * 


1e 2 be a greater miſtake than FEEL * 5 


ſo far from ſetting aſide repentance, prayer, and 


other devotional exerciſes, theſe can only be 
. duce 250 y the doctrine againſt which the objection is 
© levell Men indeed, without any view of the 


1 _ + © atonement” of Chriſt, may be convinced that they 


are finners, and expoſed to the wrath of a ſim aveng 
ing God: If theſe convictions are deep and lating, 
© their fouls will be filled with flaviſh fear, and the 


15 diſobedience; 3 theſe, 1 
* the mercy. of God in Chriſt,” or, which often hap- 


© pens,” by worldly purfuits and amuſements, will 


land them in abſolute deſpair. A ſituation of this 


12 no tendeney to make 3 5 one draw near unto God, 
Q or humbly to confeſs thoſe 
muſt bring upon him everlaſting deſtruction: All 


© his efforts, while in theſe circumſtances, muſt be to 
© eaſe his conſcience, by perſuading himſelf that he is 


moſt dreadful eee of that "wrath of God 
Which will undoubtedl 19 come upon the children of 
not removed by a view of 


kind, or any thing that approaches to it, has ſurely 


ſins which he is convinced 


© not quite ſo ſinful as ke had been! d to imagine, or 


by acts of devotion and greater Kran in: bis 


by future conduct, to atone For his. paſt fins: And, 


alas! he wil find many to. encourage. him in this 


+ fruitleſs labour: Will this produce repentance, godly 
. forrow, and an in e confeſſion of ſin? Are not 


in direct oppoſition to a full conviction and acknow- 


e of their .tvined, helpleſs, and e 


* fituation »% 


»I mean 87 however to peak babily of ſuch. 95 
victiens. T he ſituation of thofe who labour under 


them is very 158 f. and claims the ſympathy of 


all who, like them, have experienced the terrors of 


nan awakened: conſcicnee, boner DANG: e that 


men to pleaſe God in this way, ſet 


relief neme1 70 e alone | is Tate 2 
t pig The Sead proclaimed i in the 1 
fa me > exattly the ſituation br thoſe, to whom nothing 


refents itſelf from any other quarter but guilt, de-, 


2 pair, and death: Indeed, this muſt be the caſe, in 


© ſome meaſure, with all who are comforted by theſe 


© glad tidings of ſalvation, for they have no meaning 
4 Hut in r 


ſmalleſt telco; to leflen the guilt, of the moſt 
0 trembling ſelf. condemned aer or, on the other 
hand, to mock his miſcry, by telling him, as ſome 
_ © have done that his convictions are {elf-righteous ;. 
Nothing ſurely can be more oppofite to ſelf-righte- 
_ © oumels, than a full conviction in a.perſon” s mind, 


N that Be ie the chief of ſinners: The view he has br | 


© his fin and miſery is juft and'proper, Wd zh he may 
greatly err as to the 82405 of obtaining r 9 5 thole 
who know the truth ſhould therefore Io before him, 
that all- ſufficient remedy. which God hath provided, 


* hereby he healeth the broken in heart, and bingeh, 


1 > their wounds (a). 
This was the courſe the apoſtles followed ; 3 for 
* when the conyicted Jews were pricted in their hearts, 
and ſaid, Men and brethren, what Hall we do: 
6 Peter ſeems to have conſidered their queſtion, 1 ratk 


© as. expreſſive of their anguiſh and deſpair, than of 


any defire they might have to live by their on do- 
6. Mr. for, Walen ſaying any thing of ſelf-rig hite-" 
eſs, he immediately anſwers thus, Repent, and 


©" be baptized every one of yau. in the name of Jeſus Chri/t 
« for th rei flow « of fans; leading them at once to that 


very Saviour whom they had crucified, for peace to 


© their guilty conſciences (). In like mant cr, when, 
the Jailor, trembling an Laſtopiſhed, fel down hes. 
fore Paul and Silas, and faid; "What ball T do to be 


1 Leue, they do Hot reproach kim with —_ ; 
14 770449) ! 12 « - onineſs, 3 


4 
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ion to the guilt and wretchedneſs of thole 
to whom they are preached, Far be it from me, 
„therefore, to ſay any thing that would have the 
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72 y means of "chef i to a deſpair airin 


= ſaved, 7 hate 5 
2 N of the Lord, 
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# i the 7 Lord Jeu 


\ houſe.” 


and to ell ql were in Sis 
a6: houſe (4 a ? 2 N n 


Such is PO JR PRE of hols e e 
„ 5 Produced in the conſcience by the i 


w of God, 
© which worketh wrath: But whenever ople begin 


ts imagine, that there is ſome ſort of merit in their 


© convittions, 'prayers;” and tears; that their ſtate is 


- ſafe, becauſe they are convinced and humbled; or 


© that their hope depends on ſeeing their paſt guilt in 
© {leſs formidable point of view, and reſolving in ſa- 
ture to amend their ways, they ſet themſelves in di- 
K oppeſition to the galpel g round of hope, and 
15 thus become ſelf. rig hicous. "But is not this the. ſt 
jtiful ground Rape e could well be imagi 
. it not ſtrange indeed that men ſhould thus oa 


Po 


ö be pre 
© we arc finners, ſhoul 


AN 
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Saen man ig the world, is free of u. deſire to eſtabliſh his. own 


; but when we begin to diſtinguiſn chara 
tmething more than this, to denominate a man felf-righteous 


guire re 10 


hed on the day of Pentecoft, tere no 


a | i louby i who. gloted i in their own- ut. put was their ſelf- ſelf- 
| ride « e 12 by their being us prickedin their hearts, 


Art 0 2 550 to ery out, What ſhall we do v' It would be abſurd 
— 5 Tay ſo They were then humbled to the duſt, and fully per- 

ded; chat they had no elaim to the favour of God, on account 
of chte thigggs in which they formerly boaſted; and that She, above 
all others, ad reaſon to fear the Hit indig gation. of God, as being 


the murderers of his beloved 8005 and as . God had made that 


Þ ſme der ien e had crc den Lord and Chr 


dir 'cartviftions ?* We arc naturally diſpoſed to 
ou of IE > yet ſurely, Rowing: that | 
© ee Walen ub. 2 a” man delerve cer life be⸗ 
Pe n Ens ng! ien THEE: 7 N . 196 e 
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r or in- 


righteo uſneſs, white ignorant « of the way of peace revealed in the 
rs, it muſt re- 


pariſon of other! 3 and ſurely” "conviction of fin ig none of the 
gs by 8 character is marked ont. Many of hoſe 


e : N — — PPP 


2 — — 2 oo — 2 
age as thoſe, he deny them . hut at 
ay of his humility, if he ſo inverts the ha- 
. — to build his hope of obtaining 
5 1 — 45 upon his c Vn of thoſe very ſins, which 
4, are the cauſe of his condemnation, and aught. only 
* to 10 fl him with ſhame and ſelf. abhorrenceꝰ? 
There are perhaps few more hardened finners i in 
the ſight of God, however decent they may be in 
« the 2 of men, than thoſe, who.thus. boaſt. of their 
| They. are,eyen more inconfiftent than the 
| iſces, for à humble confeſſion of fins 
5 was: none ob chole things on which they m_—_— 
„their hope z they, on the contrary, Sbanked. God 
4 . that they were not as other men; which, if true, was 
© ſurcly a more rational footing to proceed upon than 
© the method purſued by — wait the goſpel; | 
who own-that, they are as aber men; and by virtue 
<. of this. acknowledgement, think-themielves entitiec 
to mercy It is therefore evident, that thoſe! who 
lay any ſtreſs in this way upon contrition and godly _ 
© ſorrow, know nothing at all about the matter. 
Aman truly convinced of fin, fees nothing - 
< tween. him and everlaſting deſtruction, — - 
7 vereign merey of Gop — to guilty ſinners 
in the atonement of Chriſt. When this fue foun- 
dation which God hath laid in Zion, pre -Kfelf 
to his view:z when he ſees that Chriſt is the end ox 
the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth; 8 
and that he hath redemption through his blood; ever — 
the forgivenels of all his ſins; go reaſon” can Arie 
6 his mind, why he ſhould: then be anxious to conceal 1 
| „his g guilt: He will confeſs it fully to the glory of that 
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grace emby which he is ſaved: He will confeſs his ſins 

© without reſerve, unto him who is faithful and juſt to 

E forgive him. his fins, and to cleanſe him from all un- 
1 righteoulnch. Is not this. ente to N 


=” — rye need? Hen then cen fuch u 
e e, _— L . Far votio 


with his 


Anne and godly ſorrow, for the oppoſition they have 
hon to its freedom and e munifeſted in 


"6. re 


x 3 
* & 2 * 
— 2 
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8 I 
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| + bipod — 11 — — theſe — 
were the: cauſe of the ſufferings of thr Son of God? 
he lives by mercy; will it not be his | 


to come boldly to the throne 
may obtain mercy, and find grace 


— Broker nl Cohibts ſpi- 


* _—_— — with ſuch (6), and giving grace to 
Ihe humble (c); is becauſe they who are thus con- 
trite and humble, ſec nothing in themſelves in Which 
they can glory, 
of dtonement: oaks his dwelling wih choſe who. 


and have all their hope in the blood 


£ are humble and of a contrite ſpirit; is Jo the fame. 
pleaſure in them that hope in his 


- Emereys' ) Nothing could be more abſurd than to ſup- 
Ge 


poſe it a meritorious thing to hope in free ſoverci; 
< mercy, to which we have no claim or title; and i it 


1 2 ſo, to imagine, that the deepeſt convicti- 


Tons of fins are any otherwiſe well pleafing to Gob, 
than as they ſlow from a ſenſe of his'forgiving fam; 
and dead us to have all our confidence in chat 


„which reigneth through righteouſneſs unto erde 


| Tüte. by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. This" is the true 


2 God wherein we ſtand. May the Lord re- 
c veal it unto many, and fill them with deep r. 


„ eee e . 
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From the foregoing account of c oer] Yrinc ciples, f wat 
N to objections, 
4, who judge according to the! word of Gov, that we. 
al de: * ae of Chriſt, not only as it 


NPs + 
; 8 Pha xxxiv; 18. and Ivii. 15. ee 
* Ty. 8 John XV. 5 9 . [OP 1 Pet. v. 5. 5 7 1688 > 
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to come 31 vb it 3 in all who believe it, 
the deepeſt. repentance and ſelf· abafement love to 
< God, obedience: to his commandments, and a ſtrict 
attention to devotional duties. We cannot therefore 
1 y be ſuſpe&ed of having any principle that would 
lead us to treat with indifference or contempt, the 
convictions of awakened ſinners, the- 8 0f 
© the people of Gop, or . for the intereſts of prac- 
« tical godlineſs. | 8 5 £3... hg 

We indeed e deny, that e hope of 
8 5 any one who believes the goſpel, is founded upon ſuch”. 
things: The moſt e Aſano — after all he 
bas enjoyed, and Wen and obeyed, has nothing 
« elſe. to look to for pardon and peace, but the ſame” 
glad tidings which are declared to all mankind'with-' | 

* out exception, and in whieh he at firſt rejoiced; when 
on the brink of everlaſting deſtruction: The hope of 
© the goſpel; which, fircngthens; animates, and'enli-” 
© yens. his ſoul, is the ſame! which is preached to c- 
very creature who is under heaven (a).“ It was thus 
© with the apoſtle Paul: After all his labours, \affliQti-' 
ons, and unwearied diligence in the ſervice'of Chriſt 
for many.years; and chough he had much experi- 
ence of the love of God, patience in tribulation, and 
the joyful hope of eternal glory; yet neither his ex -· 
perience, nor his labours, are mentioned by him, as 
« conſtituting. any part of the foundation of his hope 
© towards Gods In the moſt ſolemn manner he diſclaims 
every thing elſe but the — of atonement, When 
ge ſays, Cod forbid: that I ſhould glory; ſaue in be 
* croſs of ello ig Feſus Chrif# (b). tld Tonk! believ- 


ing Hebrews he thus writes, Me ate made partaterr 
& Obrit. if abe hold the ee or OUR .CONFI- 
© DENCE feedfaft unto the ichn ad SA © 


Veet we maintain with equal Simmel eli no man 
. — be a Chriſtian, unleſs he is convinced of the evil 

* of ſin, the ag he has of nd and the ſuffici- 

MY $a, er 


(a) Cal. i. 175 1 4 0 3 3. mY 55 
() Gal. vi. * ** ) 10 15 | 
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| pen, 4075 to apprbach unto God, 2 re bis 7 
1 ene e ond juſt to forgive bim bis 
* e, to cleanſe m from 4 bteouſueſs (a 
| © Neither can any man- rf per Fre ru n 5g 2 : 5 
periences in ſome meaſure, the love of Gd ed 
= «Bred in his heart by the holy Spirit,” and lives by 
3 of Jeſus Chriſt, lookin tor bie ſecond and 
* | Blorious A T7. 
As the negeffary effect of theſe e a 
* Chriſtian is one who overcometh the world through 

the faith of the Son of God (5); he 1 750 his chief 
09 "delight in the enjoyment of God, and makes erery 
thing le elſe ſubſeryient to this his main. purſuit. - Bt is 
| m belief that ont thing! is nerdful, and 

by hatt choſen that good part, which ſhall not be taken 
aaf from him (c).“ He gives a. decided preference 
toi the bleſfin of the kingdom of heaven, the. fer. 
vice of , and even ſufferin np. Bok ith him here, 
un he proſp A of future bleſſedneis; when laid in 

„che balance with all the riches, honours, and plea- 

„ ſures of this fe. He is . er with the apoſtle 

„Faul, who faid, © What thi ings were gain to me, 


* thoſe 1 counted loſa for Chriſt. 455 doubricis, 


% and'T count all thin 8 Hur loſs, for the * 
„of the Knowledge Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; 

© whom I have ſuffered: the loſs of all 8 and 110 
+ count them. but dung, that I may win Chriſt, 
* Sec. (4), Here is ati example af W parte of 


© Chriſtianity, which muſt appear in every believer 
L —.— 18 pel, regulating the whole of ba FR. 
en with Shri, be ſecks thoſe thi 


* Tak are above, where Chriſt fiticth at the rig 8 

% hand of God ;. ſetting his affection 'oy things above; 
„not on things on the earth (e).” | 
++ The hearts of the diſciples of Jeſus, . thus ſer 


o on AY the my e raiſed 
* 7] r 5 5 * above 
(a ke 3 . * Phil. re. 
| 5 ohn : . 3. 5 = Col. * 0 * 120 it 


1 


* above the. 


\ 


| ek of ahi, th 
ers. is to preſerve upon their ſpirits « a biely ſel 
< the importance of eternal things 


* in the faith, amidſt all the e 4 they meet with. 
< from the world around them, and from their. .own - 
. deceitful wicked hearts: They are careful to avoid. ge 
© every thing that would. interrupt. their communion, 


4 with © God” and ** grieve. his Holy Spirit, whereby N 
* they are ſcaled to the day of redemption (a)” But 


« they are ſenſible of much weaknels, and many ſhart= - 
© comings in their duty, and are fully perſuaded that 
* they can only © work out their own falvation vim 
£& * fear and trembling, Þ gi God e in Dem. 


* 
" 


15 Ae ate Chriſtian MPN PROT 1 all 25 


* the vigilance, exertion, and. activity, of which-4 the 


< human mind is capable; and thoſe only, wao-are 4 
< thus employed, by the animatin ang influence of the 


« faith and hope of the goſpel, deſerve the name ob * 
c "Chriſtians. | Belieyers o* the truth are rept 


ting _the good fight of. faith (el. rune 


ning with Te 2 race 7 that 15 Pa, A them 0 
eg, Sui bete! 15 19 wg . erf. 50, MP 
i Epti/7 15 30. | 25 he . 21. £3145 #26 
) Phil, ii. 12, 13. | le) 1 Tim. vi. 12. 5 
(e) Eph. vi, 18. . Heb: xiv 2. 


1 


©, and feriving. for the maſtzry (a): Which furely 5 im« 
* " plies. that their Whole heart and ſoul is engaged in 
7 the religion of Chriſt; and chat every thing elſe muſt 
* give way to this grand objekt of their 1 the 

unfa din inheritanee, the mrruptible o Ac- 


1 we find, that he who w ud. run 
1.4 Chriſtian race, mult « lay afide ever * and 
the ſin Which doth fo eaſily beſet a de 


© muſt + keep under his body, and brings 1 ſub- 
jection, leſt he ſhould be a caſt-away << And he 
© vrho would ſteve, ſo as to overcome, and obtain the 
«. crown, muſt $rive ul @), | and be 2 25 | 
in al. things (e). 
In prolecuting this warkire, much experience is 
„obtained by the diſciples of Chriſt, both 1 their 
& own, 1gnorance, weakneſs, ingratitude, an rebet- 
* lion ; and of the Lord's 2 mercy in fo Ting 
1 their: fns,. and, his almighty power in eftabh al 
_ * theie ſouls, and making them  conquepprs. over 
their enemies. 
.: BY 25 ' &great part of the New Teſtament is taken vp in 
us an account of the ience of the 
„ © giring. and thoſe who obtained like precious faith 
with thein, It is of the utmoſt confequenee to at- 
tend to this; for real belie vers of the truth are more 
_ © diſtinguiſhed from hypocrites and falſe profeſſors, 
by the effects which the. word of God produces in 
e thaw hearts and conduct, than by any difference in 
45 < their faith or knowledge: And it is ng that the 
e uarde men a rainſt Felf- de ception ; for it 
« 777 gu thoſe who fallaway ma 735 enlighten- | 
© ed /); that they may have known the way of righ- 
© teonſnels (2); nay, that at firſt they might receive 
the word. with joy): And it gives us no infallible 
65 e, e we 1 know, that ot faith is 
r 1 ; RE 1 4 ee 


j 1 Cor. ix. *. TY oh "I l Gor: k 18. OY 
8 Nan RN , Heb. v. 4. 
* 1 Cor. ix. 27. ([) 2 Peter ii. 20, 21» 

2 2 Tim, ii. 5. C 1 * 20. 
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2 igktécuſnefs, Wich ae by 


"IF 


\ 


Nt. ©, 


4 genuine, dut our experience of its power to convitice 

+ aud humble us, to give us full relief and perma- 
nent joy, and to make us bring forth the fruits of 
cfus CR to: the glory 

4 and p raiſe of God. WELL 

| © Thus Paul gives ari account of ihe: experience of 

1 Nene when he ſays, Our goſpel came 
« not unte you in word only, but alſo in power; and 


. 


. < in the Hely Spirit, and in much affurance (@).” 

s The goſpel was not with them a matter of ſpecula- 
+ tion or iugifference; it came witk power upon their 
hearts and conſciences, while it was attended with 


the demonſtration of the Holy Spirit, making known 


; < to them in much ee This a 
* coming followers of che apoſtles,” and of the 


_« with joy of 
* their happineſs in this word, it 30 

the midſt of ſufferings for its lake, wich led them 
* chearfully to become © companions with the apoſtles 


< its import and its evidence; the conſequence of 


« which was, that they firmly delioved it, fer it came. 


ppeared by their 


4 Lord, having received the werd in much afllition, 
* Holy Spirit (9). 22 1 5 "found all 


41 in tribulation, and in the Kingdom and patience of 


45 worketh alſo in 


A 


ee Jeſus Chriſt (* He alſo ſays to theſe Theffaloni- 
* ans, When ye received the word which ye heard 
« of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but 
“ (as it is in truth) the word of God, which actually 
you that believe (d). ” - The evidence 
< of this he likewiſe "mentions, whick was; their be- 
coming followers of the churches, and lutfering! Per- 
« ſecation for the ſake of the truth (). 


2 Inſtances of this ſort might be multiplied Jithour 


end, but we muſt now come to a concluſion.” In 
"general we may ebſerve, that the hiſtory: giveti'us 
of the Hirſt Chriſtians in the New Teſtament, is a 


— 


1 


< deſcription not of carthly but of heavenly men: 
* They were converted hy the power of the word of 
God; they were oe again by this aut ys? pr 
K 2 ET S 7 


Fa) 1 TheſT. as ue Theſſ. ii. 13. 
10 1 Theſſ. i. of 8 CE PK? B19." 
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Dis ſaid concerning them, that 


4 inciples, . new, and oppoſite to thoſe which 
influenced their conduct wh they knew. not God: 
bey were men under the lively impreſſions of eternal 
* things, and © had their converſation in heaven, from 
+ whencethey looked for the Saviour, the I. ord Jeſus 
«© Chrilt (7. )., Though burdened with a ſenſe of fin, 
Land g to be delivered (c), they were affured 
of their intereſt 1 in Chriſt, and joyful beyond expreſ- 
C ſion even in a ſtate of foffering and diſtreſs ; for it 
4 though they were 
— Heavineſs: through manifold temptations, they 
er nu ng Jeſus Chriſt, with joy unſpeakable and 
of glory (d). They: were happy without any 
any Alle cauſe, nay; in ſuch 2 ſnuation as 
' © © would have made all men miſerable but them 
This account of Chriſtian experience, will" 
G doubt differ very c conſiderably from the views of 
many profeffors- of religion in our ee | 
hom pay little attention in any way, to ex _ 
mental Chriſtianity; and others think that | 
$ deſerves the name of experience, but Hoke: — 
exerciſes of mind, which keep them always in dark- 
ness and perplexity, refuſing the comfort whieh the 


2 goſpel“ . to the moſt trembling guilty ſinner, 


and labouring to obtain relief by means of their re- 
l devotion, or ſome good thing towards 
* which they expect to find in themſelves. 
They cannot think of coming do Chriſt guilty as 
they are, but muſt be prepared and qualified for 
* receiving him; and ſo they labour all their life time 
into obtain an intereſt in Chriſt, < ever learning, and 
never able to come: to the knowledge of the truth. 
Theſe are the perſons'who are eſteemed by many, 
the moſt experienced Chriſtians; yet they ſeem 
move to reſemble the Iſraelites on Mount Sinai, than 
I thoſe heb gte come unto Mount Sion, and unto 
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3 Chriſta experience carries it tao Bg, che de 85 
tuation of the firſt Chriſtians, was ſom 
in this reſpect from ours, and that ſuch comforts 
cannot now be enjoyed by them that Believe. But. 
where is the difference? Is not the goſpel the ſame? 
q in all ages? Doth it not preſent to the view of Chrifs 
t tians now, the ſaine object of hope that filled tb 
< hearts of theſe ancient believers with ſuch. unſpaax  Þ} 
able joy? And. muſt not the truth, when it is really 
4 believed, roduce the ſame effects now, that it dic 
in the days of the apaſtles? Chriſtians may depart 
from Gon, and loſe their reliſn for the goſpel, an 
their enjoyment of that bleſſed hope which it reveals; 
© they may become lukewarm, and leave their firlt | 
& love, even while they continue ſtrict in their outward 
Lon conduct (e): And in ſo far as this is the caſe, till 
4 they a again become zealous and repent, they cannot 
<. be free of the ſpirit of hondage. But thoſe who are 
_ © habitually in this ſtate of mind, have reaſon — 
< that they are not Chriſtians: at all; and that if they Hh | 
continue lutearm, and neither. cold nor bot, CI of 
0 | oill pue them out of bis mouth ( 7j) 
Let all therefore who: wiſh+ to enjoy erben —— 
experience, carcfully peruſe the New Teſtament; und 
* obferve wat were the effects produced by the word 
* of truth on thoſe who fitſt believed it Let them 
examine their own hearts and conduct, as in the ſigt 
* of Gop, before whoſe judgment-ſcat they muſt ſoon 75 4 
« appear, and ſee if the goſpel has produced the amis 
- © effets on them, and if they are now living by the 4 
faith of the Son of Go p. and acting as his faithful 
3 ſervants. Thus thall 2 be able to determine, 
| Re OM Sar 
8 Heb xi xii, 86 TY 2 400 Rev. i ii. 2, So hit 
2) Rom viii. 15. 600 Rev. mn ' 5. *. 
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„ earneſtly © 2 
entreating all ſorts of men to conſider their fituation, 
re, point of view as che word of « 


| _— it 7 5 a8 it ſhall ſoon appear at the 
zungen ent-ſeat of Chriſt; and in this accepted timo 
and day of ſalvation, not to harden their hearts, 


to meet the enquiries either 5 
Fend or enemies, I ſu ; with unfeigned 
_ deſire for the falvation and cha- 
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Eos vas? V 
P Ack In this lafl Letter, FF os WES led into 
4 inveſtigation of Dae ſudjects, than I at firſt 
3 ed.—As the time which the nature of this pub- 
85 cation allowed me, Was by far too hort 12 55 the udy 
of any other accuracy than that of ſentiment, 1 hope 
L have ſome title in other r indul- 
gence of the Public. 
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g on the Scarvorn.. by 
TEE Sanaa coy 


Tir foni/hed! all heay'n.refounds; zj: 
Tk: ternal's mercy knows no bounds !- 
7 Levs earch; my friends; a eau hom, 
is nid! let us proclaim > - 0: b we 
Juſtice divine is now appens d. Ale a 
God reſts in his own Son well plead; s 


. Tis fi bed 7 Je nations heat. Aire E NA 
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U le Enifh'd work ales, 
here's acceſs to See holy 0 thro 


By God's own well- beloved Son; 
His work moſt perfect is, and pure, 
And ſhall eternally endure, 
5 Nit fiſhed! The Lamb once flain, 
"» from the dead rais'd up again;  _ _ 
© He hath ended E 7 93 % | ara 
6 ; 5 "Tir fried! Now we may i 5 hoc e 
Devouritng Death! where is thy e THe 
O Grave! where is thy ory” 5 ee 
Here's life and immortalit j; e 
7 77. 7s faiſbed Here's food for praiſe, * 
7 Rene s ſubject meet for heav'nly lays.; * iy 
And God's redeem'd ſhall ever 1 
The praiſes of th" Eternal King. 


9 Then let us till with thankful voice, 


In jJefas' fmiſh'd work rejoice; 
Tic finiſhed! Let us proclaim, . 
Eternal thanks to God's great name. 
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4 4 ing: The work is done, 0 15 5 wt 
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ae LAST SORUCH. CONFESSION... 
and DYING WORDS of WILLIAM. 
MILLS, who was executed at Edinburgh, 
on 'Wedneſday the 21ſt day of September 
A for the Crime of Aale ing. 


WILLIAM MILLS,. aged about 33. SOS was.” 
oe dang in the ſhire of eee of honeſt Parents, 
brought me up, While I remained with them, in 


1 ſober way; but my inclination being to travel, Tleft 
tem, when very you 


and went throu gh many. 
countries in the military line, in which I met with more 


encouragement than 1 could have expected. IT was 


by EF 10 an honoſt man, and ſuſtained a fair character, 
about three years age, being reduced to poverty 


| by the non 8 of different ſums of money due 
1 is me, led a 


own. deſperately wicked and deceltful heart, I followed 


ide by ill company, and, aboye Ml, b. by my 
a courſe of life the moſt openly ſinful and profane, and 


went on from evil to worſe, an I was at laſt left 10 fat 
to myſelf, | as to commit the crime for hich I am con- 
ed, 5 and condemned oy, 15 Ire 8 cf 


Tho 


8 Pete LEN to 'God and our n i Mat. 
XXii. 37, ev. I ſee myſelf to have ge a wilful tranſ- 
greſſor of ch theſe commandments, and all my ins 


7 2 this reſpect a RAFT "INE very dark and diſfnal, an 
no very ail] in m 
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Atter I'was SPE, 1y was ſtruck with „ 


from a ſenſe of my diſmal ſtate, labouring under a 


dreadful weight, and at the point of deſpair through | 
a view of the greatneſs of my fins,” In this ſituation, 1 
Was e * e * 10 , 1 Nee meant 


Well. 
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_ ed, and felt a great weight at my heart, and wanted 
to prepare myſelf for another world ; and that I could, 3 


, 
„ " — 


nat get myſelf made eaſy by prayer, mourning or =» 
ſina, and all my attempts ta pleaſe God. They told me. 
they were vary glad that I felt myſelf, uncaly ſor my 
ſins, and deſired; me to he huly with God, and uſe alt 
my endeavours to make peace for myſelf with himm 
but I ſtill continued very uneaſy, for no prayers or 
tears of mine could atone for one ſingle ſin, let be ſo... 
many. In this ſtate I remained, ſo anxious to make 
my heart better, that I would willingly have plucked it 
ont, of my bowels, if this would have anſwered the 


purpoſe, and rendered me an obje& worthy E 8 


But all my attempts were vain, till God was pleaſed ſo 
to order it, that a certain perſon came. to ſee me; he 
aſkerd me how I found myſelf? I anſwered, that I was 

cndeavouring to work a very hard work, for I felt a 
great load at my heart: He replied, It is a, very hard 

work indeed, if you be working any thing to make 

atonement for your ſins: That work is done already, 

It is finiſhed by Jeſus Chriſt; and whoſoever believes 

in this, ſhall be ſaved. For proof of this, he market 

down many paſſages of ſcripture, and defired me to; 

mind God's word, and not mans. 
Even when I firſt heard this, I was ſomewhat caſcd 
in my mind; but when, after examining the ſcriptures 

found it to be juſt and true, I was fo much eaſed o. 

the burden at my heart, that it was almoſt new liſe 


£ : 
0 * 


unto me. Now, I rejoice, when F find it written, 


* 


John iii. 16. that God fo loved the world, that he 
gave his only begauten Son, that whoſoever belie v.. 
eth in him, ſhould not periſn, but have everlaſting 
« life.” And I account it “ a faithful faying,. and 
„ worthy of all acceptation, that Chrilt Jeſus came. 

into the world to fave ſinners, of whom I am chief, 


| | | 1 PRs” ; SY 7. * 4 X 
38s I ſee. that God gave his Son freely to die for our 

mts, becauſe there was no other ranſom could ſatisfy. - 
his juſtice, and fore provoked anger: So vile were we, 
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ns Full of 5 ant u was necery aber Ges b. bl 
© ſhould be manifeſt in tlie fleſh, bein born of a'* —_— 
and his death On be croſs, for us. Thus 
Ifaiah ſays, chap; Hi. e en wounded for our 
ge) thuaſreBons, he was druiſed for out iniquities? - 
the chiſtifertient of var peace was upon him, and 
e with hits we” are healed.” See the whole 
2 And in John; chap. xix. we have an account 
of his ſuſferings, ſufferings far beyond my power to de- 
_ bat in particular at the zoth verſe, When 
i Jeſus had receivet the vinegar, he ſaid; It is finiſned: 
e And he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt.““ 
| ol It was from this very twrd that Lat firſt took all 
my joy, for I am aſſured that he bath completed all 
38 for the guilty, and God hath confirmed this 
Fan g him from the dead, and committing unto 
m alk jadgment.—I am alſo aſſured, that who- 
is — eech on him, ſhall not periſn; and 
therefare, though I am a great ſintter, though Lac- 
' knowledge myfelf to be one of the chief of finners, yet 
Ind 1 have no room for reg arg” am I locked up 
© From God's grace, though I be chained in hars ef 
iron The ſcene before me indeed is ſolemn: I am 
Jeſt going to launch into eternity, and to face that 
=> and terrible God againſt whom'T have ſinned, 
. and Jeſus fittin g at his right hand; who is able to fave 
and 0 deſtroy. The change will be great, and the 
very thought of it is ſo affecting, that it muſt long 
ere now have deprived me of my ſenſes, had not God, 
who is rich in mercy, opened mine eyes by his word 
and Spitit, to ſee his glory as revealed in whe goſpel; 
ſttmat he is the juſt God and the Saviour, and that even 
ſich a wretch as I, is fully wartanted to hope in his 
metey. This, andthis alone, gives ſtrength and con- 
ſolation to my ſoul. I go to Chi my Lord and Sa- 
wour, to his judgment - feat who died upon the eroſs 
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for finmers': To him 1 eommit my cauſe, Tee SO” 
for ſalvation. 53 xVE e n Fiod; 
— allo encouraged to bop in e of God, 


from 
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—— in the „ 2 
tha ſualvation of great finners, ſuch as Mary Magdalene, | 
LTuarccheus, the Jailor at Philippi, and, zbeve all, the N 4 
ITbief on the croſs, which ſo ca applies to m cafe. 
that it gives me a great deal of comfort. Thus, * 2 
L conſider the goodneſs of Chriſt; I love him; this 
Jeads-me to — on his name, and to with could: do 
any thing to ſerve him or his people; and indeed it ies 
only through the knowledge of him that all true love. - 5" 
atiſes either to God or man. When 1 ponder. in my 2 
mind what is recorded of the Woman who kiſſed the | 
feet of Jeſus, wathed-them with her tears, and wiped 93 
them with the hairs of her head, and what the Lord 
ſaid about this to Simon the Phariſee, I admire the grace 4 
of rhe Saviour. I wiſh-it were in my power to kiſs his 
feet; with what joy and tranſport could I waſh them 
with my tears, an eh pe them with the hairs of my 
head! bur Why would 1 L ſay ſo? The bleſſed. Jefus.. 
needs none of my, waſhing. It is I, a. poor polluted 
ſigner, that need to be waſhed, and I-praiſe.and mags. 
nify his name chat he bach waſhed my. oul-in Sis moſt 
rr blood. 1 * Füntt 
Now this is the cooler: — iy -folth 256 n 
which I am erkuaded none who regard the Bible wilt” 
diſapprove * ſeeing Lhave received ſo much comfort 
from it, and given God's ovn word for the truth of all 
that Aas and it is my earneſt deſire, that all 
who ſee this} may examine the ground of my conſi . 
1 and apply 10 e and.” which willnexer 
FTAEE- £550 | 
To conclude; Þ Hos in peace with all mom's 
forgiving: all who have injured me, and aſking — 
neſs from all whom I have injured. I alſo return my 
hearty thanks to my lawyers and agent for their diſin - 
tereſted zeal in my fervice; and allo to the Captain of 
the tolbooth, and the inner jailor who, while they were 
very ſtrict and exact in their duty, behaved to me with 
kindneſs and compaſſion. But, above all, I return 
thanks to thoſe who were * wad the grace of 
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ſeriptures; and, 261 eannovexpreſswhat 
hive done me, I leave it to the Lord to re 
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y tingdom, and be merciful in me this day, as thow 
to LE thi whacalhdr to thre an the — — — | 
. my foul may be with thee in Paradiſe, that I may be 
= | Bhd in the men thee alm, Amen *, 
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3 1 may be proper to obſerve, 3 t the riter of the. 
8 


tters received from William Mills, a few. days 
he intended to de publithed, 


„ 1 


foregoi 


before "4 died, the 8 


= 8 1 his on hand z in order to correct any inaecu- 
2 and leave out any repetition of ſentiment. The above 


8 8 contains the ſubſtance of What was thus 9 from 

dim; not only the ideas being exactly preſerved 3 | 
ble, 1 words being retained. Speech vas 
ed by William Mills, and ſigned 'by Kina. betc 
ted; And ſo anxious was he that his own * ech” | 
ia go abroad into the world, that he inſtructe 
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